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James Childs Mabry - Teressa Phillips 
 

Nathan Herring had the presence of mind to call up his grandmother Virginia Mabry 
Beeton in 1999 (four years before her death) and interview her about her family.  This is 

great!  The rest of us wait until 
anyone who would know any-
thing is long dead and gone. 
 
Nathan reports his grand-
mother’s stories about her fa-
ther, James Childs Mabry: 
 

 played guitar, had a 
beautiful voice 

 
 member of a glee club 

in Galveston 
 

 sang with Madame 
Schumann-Heink when 
she played in Galveston 

 
 claimed he was the best 

dancer in Texas 
 

 barred from turkey 
shoots cause he always 
won 

 
 used to lasso the kids in 

the back yard 
 
 
 

Teressa & James, posted at ancestry.com 2010 by meganraye 
 

I can recall a few stories told by my step-father, James Childs Mabry, Jr.: 
 

 The family lived in Baldwin, Long Island 
 
 Jim, Sr. belonged to the Roosevelt Rough Riders in the Spanish American War 

and was a Texas Ranger 
 
 Jim, Jr. had to leave school early to help support the family 

 
 Jim, Sr. suffered a stroke which rendered him bedridden and practically without 

speech--the only thing he could say was the expletive Jesus Christ. 
 
This photograph intrigued me (don’t they look like they have the world by its tail?) 

and the curiosity of my brother, John Mabry, lit the match, so I fired up the internet to look 
into the life of James Childs Mabry.  
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Mabry Ancestors 
 
 Donald E. Collins has posted his work on a Rootsweb* page.  He also offers a book, 
published in 2011, which presents 60 years of research into the origins, history and spread 
of the Maybury family. 

 
Francis Maybury, born about 1650-1660, probably in England, 
arrived in Virginia at least by October 1679.  This fellow might 
be an ancestor of James Childs Mabry, but there are many 
missing pieces of information.   
 
Mr. Collins has started a Maybury DNA project.  The study has 
already proved Francis Maybury and other Mabrys of all the 
various spellings share a common ancestor who lived in Eng-
land about the 16th century, one John Maybury, a skilled iron-
worker, who lived in Sussex, England.   
 
All Mabry men are invited to participate in the DNA study and 
everyone is invited to buy the book! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Starting with James Childs Mabry’s birth family is far enough back for me, but….. 
 
A family tree at ancestry.com labeled Byrne Family Tree 1** (created by mau-

reenfbyrne1 who may be a great grandchild of JCM) presents parents for both James Childs 
Mabry and Teressa Phillips.   

 
My research provided other parents for Teressa.  Identifying a birth family for James 

Childs Mabry is not at all straight forward.  I need some help here.  Will contact James C. 
Mabry 4th who has an on-line presence. 

 
Like most everyone in the US, the Mabrys came from someplace else but early on 

are found mostly in the southern states from Virginia and North Carolina westward through 
Texas.   

 
If my memory is correct, James C. Mabry, Jr. said there was also Native American 

ancestry in the Mabry family.  
 
The name Childs has to fit in here somewhere, but I have no clues. 
 

*  http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mabry/ 
** http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/14248304/family 
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Mabry 3rd and 4th Research 
 
 James Childs Mabry 4th and his father the 3rd have, thankfully, weighed in on my en-
deavor.  Their research provided two important pieces of the puzzle: 
 

 Marriage certificate:  April 1, 1905, James Childs Mabry, age 33, marries Teressa 
Phillips, 19, in West Hoboken, NJ.  Living at 316 West Hogue Street.  Working as an 
accountant.  Lists Robert B. Mabry and Sarah A. Dean as his parents and born in 
Mobile, Alabama. [Note: it turns out that Dean is the maiden name of JCM’s mother 
and Sarah A. is his sister’s name; and JCM was closer to 43 than 33.] 

 
 Albert Ross Mabry:  1899 US Army enlistment record in which J. N. Stowe is listed 

as his brother-in-law.  This statement establishes Sarah Augusta Mabry Stowe as 
the sister of Albert Ross Mabry.  

 
Combining the above information with census information, city directory listings and 

other clues, the Mabrys 3rd and 4th have woven together the birth family of JCM.  
 

 As it now stands, the father of James C. Mabry is Robert B. Mabry, born about 1817 
in North Carolina.  Robert B. Mabry married Caroline Virginia Dean in Marengo County, Ala-
bama in 1846. 
 
 Robert B. Mabry worked in Mobile, Alabama as a clerk in 1850 and 1860.  Robert 
and Virginia purchased property just outside of Mobile in 1859.  He probably served in the 
Civil War.  By 1870, Robert was living as a single man in Galveston, Texas. 
 
 Children of Robert B. and Virginia Mabry who have disappeared into history are Se-
wall born 1851, Louisa born 1857 and a girl referred to as “C”, born 1859.  Known children 
of Robert B. Mabry are Sarah Augusta Mabry, born 1848; Albert Ross Mabry, born 1855; 
and James C. Mabry, born 1862.   
 
 After careful consideration, the Mabrys 3rd and 4th have concluded that James C. 
Mabry born 1862 and our James C. Mabry, who, according to his death certificate and east 
coast census records, was born in 1871, are one and the same.  In fact, you will see his age 
slowly regress over time--quite the trick!  It does explain why I thought I was following two or 
three Mabrys all over Texas. 
 
 Additionally, the Mabry families 3rd and 4th have taken on the daunting task of tracing 
the Mabry lineage from Francis Maybury (arrived in Virginia around 1679) to the father of 
James C. Mabry, Robert B. Mabry, born 1817.  DNA testing on JCM 4th confirms he is re-
lated to Francis Maybury.  
 
 The Mabrys 3rd and 4th offer the following family stories: 
 

 JCM was orphaned at an early age and was raised in Texas.  Family records sup-
posedly were destroyed in the 1900 Galveston flood. 

 
 Jim, Jr. reported his father helped to design the railway logo for the Atchison, Topeka 

and Santa Fe Railway System. 
 
 Jim, Jr. said his father was involved in the Wild Bill Hickok stage shows. 
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The Texas Years - Following the Paper Trail of James C. Mabry through Texas 
 
 The paper trail for JCM through the state of Texas, provided by census records, city 
directories, newspapers and military records, shows JCM in San Antonio, Fort Worth and 
Galveston with a side trip to Cuba.  He worked as a clerk and for a few years operated a bi-
cycle business. 
 
 Here are all sightings of James C. Mabry or a similar name in Texas using census 
records, city directories and on-line newspapers. 
 

The 1870 census for Galveston, Texas, lists James Mabrey, age 8, born 1862 in Ala-
bama, living with 21 year old Sarah Augusta who is newly married to John Neal Stowe. 
 
 I cannot find JCM in the census for 1880 and the 1890 census went up in flames.   
 
 Next up are city directories and newspapers.   
 
 1882 Houston city directory: James C. Mabry, clerk for S.O. Cotton & Brother, fire 
insurance company.  JCM is rooming with Mrs. Barziza. 
 
 April 11, 1883 San Antonio Daily Light:  James Mabry has returned to the city after a 
year’s absence. 
 
 1885 San Antonio city directory: James Mabry, bookkeeper, living Mrs. J.C. Leigh 
boarding house.   
 
 On November 13, 1886, a James C. Mabry enlisted in the US Army in San Antonio.  
Personal data for JCM recorded in the register is:  age 22, born in Mobile, Alabama, hazel 
eyes, brown hair, fair complexion, 5” 11” tall, occupation clerk.  JCM was discharged De-
cember 24, 1888 at San Antonio.  Remarks stated he had an excellent character. (Age of 22 
indicates a birth year of 1864.) 
 
 San Antonio 1887-1888:  James Mabry, bookkeeper, bds Mrs. Julia C. Leigh.  

 
1889 San Antonio city directory 
lists James C. Mabry, clerk at the 
Adjunct General’s Office headquar-
ters, Department of Texas.  He 
roomed at 625 E. Houston. 
 
In San Antonio, JCM joined the 
Belknap Rifles - see Page 11 for 
this chapter of his life. 
 
Left:  Downtown San Antonio circa late 
1800s 
 
The Belknap Rifles originally held 
meetings in the so-called Bat Cave 
(bats in the attic of the jail).  The boys 
drew large crowds when they practiced 
their drills in Military Plaza and Alamo 
Plaza.
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 January 17, 1889 San Antonio Express has the following paragraph in the personal 
column:   Mr. James C. Mabry has gone to Fort Worth to make his home.  He will be missed 
by his San Antonio friends. A second notice adds:  ...his clerkship in the adjutant-general’s 
department of the U.S post had been turned over to Mr. Herff Story. 

 
Sure enough, JCM turns up in 
Forth Worth, a clerk working on 
the 1890 federal census. 
 
I wonder what JCM thought when 
the majority of the 1890 census 
sheets went up in flames in 1921 
and most of what was left was 
purposely destroyed in 1933.  
 
 
June 4, 1889 San Antonio Daily 
Light:    Mr. James V. French, the 
young benedict from Fort Worth, 
says Mr. James Mabry, formerly 
of San Antonio, will soon follow 
his example there. 
 
This article sent me to the dic-
tionary.  A benedict is a ”newly 
married man, especially one who 
has been long a bachelor.” 
 
If this romance had stayed the 
course, this family history would 
belong to another set of people. 
 
 
6-12-1890 Fort Worth Daily Ga-
zette 
 
 

 
 JCM returned to San Antonio after his stint in Forth Worth as evidenced by the No-
vember 1891 Galveston News which reported James C. Mabry of San Antonio was staying 
at the Capitol hotel in Galveston. 
 

By 1893, JCM was living in Galveston.  He rented a room in the household of Robert 
C. Railton at 1909 Avenue M in Galveston.  Railton was a machinist, brass founder, marine 
and stationary engineer with his own shop.  It is here JCM got to know Railton’s son, John. 
 

For the next few years, JCM worked as a clerk at the insurance firm of his brother-in-
law, John N. Stowe (whose wife is Sarah Augusta “Gussie” Mabry).  Charles H. Hughs and 
John N. Stowe sold fire, life and accident insurance, located in an office in the Cotton Ex-
change Building at the NW corner of Mechanic and 21st Street in Galveston.  You could call 
the firm on the telephone - number 125. 
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12-15-1893 Galveston Daily News:   
 
The insurance clerks partied! 
 
JCM ate 514 oysters? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As you can see, Woollam’s Lake was the place to go in Galveston.  Note the oyster 

roasts and bicycle track. 
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11-17-1895 Galveston Daily News:   
 

The newly formed Galveston Com-
edy Club, which boasted 20 members, 
presented its first performance “Masks and 
Faces” by Charles Reade.  This 18th cen-
tury comic melodrama features impersona-
tions gone wrong and convoluted love in-
terests.   

 
Mr. J. Mabry starred as Sir Charles 

Pomander.  By the end of the play, Mr. 
Pomander, described as a London fop, 

must step back from his pursuit of a married lady.   
 
You can read the whole play at archive.org. 
 
The comedy club was rehearsing for its next performance “Vicar of Wakefield” when 

its leader, Professor Caffin, left Galveston.  Apparently the Comedy Club had run its course. 
 
 
 
1-12-1896 Galveston Daily News:  Kneipe is probably a bar or tavern but you can get 

the gist.  Yes, J.C. Mabry was among this rowdy group celebrating Mr. Jockusch’s birthday. 
 
 
 
 
The article goes on for another col-

umn or so in the same humorous vein.  Let 
me know if you want the entire story. 
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In 1896, John Railton and James C. Mabry purchased a bicycle business from Ber-
nard Lawrence & Co, and assumed a $995 mortgage.  Railton had worked in his father’s 
machine shop and belonged to the Sea Side Cycle Club, a good background for going into a 
bicycle business.  This partnership did not last too long and things went from bad to worse. 
 
2-7-1897 Galveston Daily News              2-11-1897 Galveston Daily News  

                    Court Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In July of 1896, the newly formed Lakeside Cycle Club held its first annual race at 

Woollam’s Lake.  Railton and Mabry donated a cyclometer to be awarded as a second prize 
for the one mile novice race.  They also donated an electric stroke bell as second prize for 
the one mile boys under 18 race. 

 
 

 
 
Cyclometer to the left; bell below. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
In 1897, J.C. Mabry was conducting a bicycle rental and repair business known as 

The Emporium.  Then he teamed up with Robert J. Murray, Jr. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Murray and Mabry sold out on the eve of the Spanish American War.  Murray contin-

ued on with his day job at the Galveston, Houston & Henderson Railroad Company and 
JCM volunteered to serve in the Spanish American War.   
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May 4, 1898 to April 18, 1899, JCM served in the Spanish American War.  See Page 
15. 

 
Jas Mabry, age 29, born August 1870 in Alabama, appears in the 1900 census at 

723 North Anglin Street, Cleburne, Texas.  His parents are listed as born in North Carolina.  
James is single, his occupation is clerk, and he is a roomer with a family.  His fellow roomer 
is one Easley, 39, a dispatcher.  (Data for the census was collected on June 12, 1900.)  
Cleburne city directories 1899/1900 and 1900/1901 list JCM; he is a clerk for the GC & SF 
Railroad. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Downtown Cleburne, Texas - 1910 
 
 
Hopefully, JCM was high and dry up in Cleburne (which is near Forth Worth) when 

the great hurricane/storm surge hit Galveston on September 8, 1900.  6,000 to 12,000 peo-
ple died, a third of the city was destroyed and 30,000 were homeless.   

 
 

1901 Galveston city directory:  James C. Mabry, 
clerk, auditor’s office, GC & SF Railroad, boarding at 
2706 Broadway.   

 
The Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe Railway Company 
was a subsidiary of Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe 
Railway.  To the left is the cover of a time table 
booklet for the AT & SF Railroad, published by 
Poole Bros. of Chicago in 1904.  

 
The Santa Fe Railway introduced a new 
logo/trademark (square box with circle and blue 
cross) on June 15, 1901 and it was used until about 
1956.  This date is dead on for JCM’s involvement in 
the logo’s design.   
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In September of 1901, JCM sang a solo at an entertainment for the local YMCA. 
 
The Galveston Daily News for 1-17-1902 reports on a musical entertainment to be 

presented at Cathedral Hall for the benefit of St. Patrick’s Church.  Next to last on the pro-
gram is Vocal Solo - “Dream” sung by Mr. J. C. Mabry, accompanied by Prof. Herrle. 

 
On February 2, 1902, the Galveston Daily News reviewed a concert presented by the 

Galveston Quartette Society.   
 
The Galveston Quartette Society was formed to present musical entertainment vis-à-

vis home grown talent as well as engaging well known musicians.  The February 2nd event 
featured Miss Louse Voigt soprano of New York and Mr. John W. Lince, a basso of Chicago, 
Leonora Jackson violinist and other famous musicians in that time period, as well as songs 
performed by the Galveston Quartette. 

 
 Among the gentleman of the Galveston Quartette is J. C. Mabry, second tenor. 
 

A 1963 retrospective of the arts in Galveston said this about the Galveston Quartette: 
 

The Galveston Quartet Society, made up of business and professional 
groups of the city, made history in the musical annals of the city.  Regular 
concerts were held by the Quartet Society which boasted the finest male 
voices in the city and which featured artists of renown, both local and national 
in scope. 

 
The Rosenburg Library at the Galveston and Texas History Center has an archive of 

Galveston Quartette Society Records 1891-1917 which includes programs, broadsides and 
photographs.  Unfortunately the photographs are from the 1930s, but they do have three 
programs (11/22/1901, 1/10/1902 and 3/17/1902) which list J.C. Mabry among the active 
members.   
 

The Quartette was composed of approximately ten men in each of four categories:  
first tenors, second tenors, first bassos and second bassos.  Among the names are six men, 
including JCM, who attended the previously-mentioned raucous birthday party for J. W. 
Jockusch, first basso. 
 

I think this qualifies as the basis for the family lore that JCM belonged to a glee club 
in Galveston.  It is also my last sighting of JCM in Texas.  JCM is not included in the 1903 
Galveston directory. 
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Belknap Rifles - Texas Volunteer Guard of San Antonio Texas 
 
 The Texas Volunteer Guard was the state militia in the years after Reconstruction 
and prior to the creation of the Texas National Guard in 1903. 
 
 The Belknap Rifles of San Antonio was formed in 1884.  The story goes that a group 
of youngsters (14-16 years old), choir boys of the St. Mark’s Church, were grousing about 
being too young to join the San Antonio Rifles militia.  Augustus Belknap helped the young 
men to organize and finance their own group, led by Captain Robert B. Green.   
 

Augustus Belknap, born 1841 in Newburg, New York, served in the civil war, then 
moved to San Antonio and operated the city’s only street car system.  He was also president 
and director of the local opera house.  (Oddly, Belknap is buried in Green Wood Cemetery 
in Brooklyn as is James Childs Mabry). 
 

Researcher John Chapman of Austin, Texas, combed through the Texas Volunteer 
Guard Military Rolls located in the State Archives in Austin.  John found five roll sheets 
which mention Mabry in the Belknap Rifles: 
 

- 1885 lists Jim Mabry and 1886 lists Jas Mabry who has brown eyes and a dark com-
plexion.  (Our JCM or poor observation skills on the part of the roll taker?) 

 
- 1887, 1888 and 1892 list J.C. 

Mabry with blue eyes and a 
fair complexion.  Not exactly 
DNA proof, but I’m going with 
it!   

 
 
This is the first reference I found to 
JCM in the Belknap Rifles.  No won-
der he was a crack shot! 
 
The Belknap Rifles was a very big 
deal in Texas and the pride of San 
Antonio.  The Belknap Rifles won 
more prizes on the drill field than any 
other militia company in the United 
States. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 8, 1891 St. Louis Republic 
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http://cdm16635.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/compoundobject/collection/p16635coll4/id/896/show/862/rec/31 
 

This photo is located on the U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center website.  Use 
the link and blow it up. 

 
The photo is entitled:  National Drill Competition, Washington, D.C., Company B, 3rd 

Texas Infantry, Belknap Rifles, San Antonio, Texas, May 1887. 
 
 The Texas Volunteer Guard Military Rolls roll sheets for 1887 and 1888, uncovered 
by John S. Chapman in the Texas Archives, list J.C. Mabry [the guy with the blue eyes and 
light complexion], Company B, Third Regiment. 
 
 James Mabry - kneeling, 5th from left. 

 
The photo along with the above caption appeared in the 2-27-1949 San Antonio Light, “JuliusTengg Remembers 
the Belknap Rilfes.” 
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A few gems are buried in news articles about 
the Belknap Rifles. 
 
Left:  1-11-1888 San Antonio Daily Express: 
The Belknap Guitar quartette! 
 
 
4-1-1887 San Antonio Light:  James Mabry 
plays a roll in the Belknap Rifle’s presentation 
of Damon & Pythias.  The play was held to 
augment the Belknap Rifles’ bank account. 
 
 
12-3-1939 San Antonio Express:   In an article 
reminiscing about milliners and hats in the old 
days, I found the progression of a Gilbert & Sul-
livan Opera production (with James Mabry) to 
the Mascot Baseball Club to the Belknap Rifles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Of course James Childs Mabry could shoot, 
sing, dance, and play the guitar! 
 
 
 
 

In 1949, Julius Tengg, former member, reminisced about the one and only time the 
Belknap Rifles was called out to assist with a civil disturbance: 
 

They [Belknap Rifles] were useful as well as ornamental and were called down to Laredo in 
1886 to quell an election riot, but according to Tengg:  “We went in a special train, supplied 
with all kinds of ammunition, but we didn’t do a thing.  The Texas Rangers got there first and 
they were a regular walking arsenal--they didn’t need anybody else.” 

 
(Belknap Rifles archives were destroyed in a 1921 flood.  There are 8 photos in the Julius Tengg pa-
pers at the Daughters of the Republic of Texas Library in San Antonio.  I suspect these prints are the 
same as in the newspaper retrospectives.  The 11-5-1922 retrospective newspaper article describes 
an 1897 Drill Pamphlet owned by Mrs. Rena Maverick Green which contains small photos of the 
original members, including a James Mabry.  I have not yet searched to see if this pamphlet in an 
archive.) 
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 Someone with a wicked sense of humor was behind this news article which is situ-
ated on the front page of the May 30, 1888 issue of the San Antonio Daily Light.  The recep-
tion was held to honor the boys for their performance at the Austin Interstate Drill. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The patent holder of this novel dish washer will forever remain anonymous. 

 
 

 
 
The wives, sisters and girlfriends of the 
Belknap Rifles held fundraisers for the 
group.  The young women also formed a 
“broom brigade” which entertained the 
crowds and raised money. 
 
Instruction manuals were readily available 
for broom brigades. 
 
 
 

 
 
Original Casino Hall in San Antonio, built 1857. 
 
 
Note:  William F. Cody lectured at Casino Hall 
in 1879.  Fitzhugh Lee lectured in 1883. 
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Galveston Rifles, First Texas Volunteers - Spanish American War 1898-1899 
 
 

 
 
 The National Archives has a military 
service file for J. Childs Mabry.  The papers 
add a few personal bits of information to the 
recorded history of his unit, Co. B, 1st Texas 
Volunteers.  His unit, commonly known as the 
Galveston Rifles, was in Cuba for about three 
months as part of the occupation forces. 
 
 
 The muster-in roll gives a physical de-
scription of JCM and it is interesting to see J. 
N. Stowe, former employer at the insurance 
company, as a contact person.   
 
 

JCM signed up in Galveston, then 
travelled to Camp Mabry (named after Wood-
ford Haywood Mabry; no relation that I can 
discern) in Austin. 
 
 
 Occupation:  Merchant.  JCM had just 
sold his bicycle business before signing up. 
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The following is from http://fortwiki.com/1st_Texas_Volunteer_Infantry interspersed 
with my comments. 

1st Texas Volunteer Infantry (1898-1899) - Organized and mustered into the service of the 
United States at Austin, Tex., May 10 and 12, 1898, with 46 officers and 956 enlisted men.  

• Assignments:  

o Assigned to Third Brigade, First Division, Fourth Army Corps, May 21  
o Transferred to First Brigade, First Division, Seventh Army Corps, June 25 (led 

by Major General Fitzhugh Lee) 

• Movements:  

Left Austin May 20; arrived at Mobile, Ala., May 21 
(Camp Mobile or sometimes called Camp Coppinger 
after its commanding officer General John J. Cop-
pinger.  This was a transition point for troops and 
closed in June 1898.) 

Left Mobile, Ala., June 22; arrived at Miami, Fla., 
June 24  

Left:  6-3-1898 Houston Daily Post - Report of the 
troops at Mobile, Alabama 

6-1-1898 Galveston Daily News - List of nicknames 
for the boys of the Galveston Rifles:  Then there is 
Jim Mabry, known as Cadence Mabry on account of 
his frequent reminders, “Boys pay attention to ca-
dence in your step.  There, that is the idea.” 

Left Miami August 8; arrived at Jacksonville, Fla., August 9 (Camp Cuba Libre 
was located about three miles from downtown Jacksonville.  General Lee ran a 
tight ship at this camp, which numbered 29,000 men at its height.  The volun-
teers were drilled and trained in marksmanship at the camp’s rifle range.  JCM 
checked into the Pablo Beach Hospital near Jacksonville for an unknown rea-
son.) 

While is Jacksonville, JCM was pro-
moted.   

9-29-1898 Houston Daily Post 

Left Jacksonville October 22; arrived at Savannah, Ga., October 23 (Camp 
Onward in Savannah was run efficiently, tenting on high ground, good water 
source.  The volunteers used the preexisting Avondale rifle range to hone their 
shooting skills.  President McKinley and members of his cabinet toured the fa-
cility in early December.  Nov. 11, 1898, JCM submitted a written request to 
visit the city of Savannah.  This furlough was granted for Nov. 14-23.) 
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Two battalions sailed from Savannah on steamship "Mobile" December 24; ar-
rived at Habana, Cuba, December 27 (13 days after the Treaty of Paris was 
signed ending the war.) 

 

One battalion sailed on steamship "Michigan" Decem-
ber 23; arrived at Habana, Cuba, December 26 (To the 
left SS Michigan, purchased by US for $660,000 for 
military transport.  Capacity 40 officers, 800 men, used 
35 tons of coal per day.)   

The Mabrys 3rd & 4th have acquired JCM’s pension re-
cords which tell us JCM was handling supplies for the 
headquarters of the 7th Army corps encamped in the 
town of Mariano, just outside of Havana.  His unit was 
in Cuba for three months. 

 

There are a few newspaper reports from Cuba - JCM on the job and JCM the tourist.  
 
2-2-1899 Galveston Daily News - Camp First Texas, Havana, Cuba 

“Hello: No! Won’t have it! Call up Quartermaster Sergeant Mason” said Jim Carter, chef of the 
Galveston Rifles cuisine this morning.  “Mason, this meat is putrid.  Send for Lieutenant Alvey 
and First Sergeant Jim Mabry. This don’t go.”  Lieutenant Alvey and Jim Mabry arriving, and 
after inspecting the ration of meat ordered it [not legible] as unfit for use.  The boys had ba-
con for their midday meal.  It is reported that other companies did likewise. 

2-26-1899 Galveston Daily News - Camp First Texas, Havana, Cuba 

Sergeant Jim Mabry, Corporal Don Willey, Sergeant Graham, Sergeant Ed Walis and Corpo-
ral Heltman formed a jolly party sightseeing in Havana. 

Two battalions sailed from Habana on steamship "Kilpatrick" March 25, 1899; 
arrived at Galveston, Tex., April 2  

One battalion sailed from Habana on steamship "Florida" March 25; arrived at 
Galveston, Tex., April 2 (JCM mustered out from Camp Egbert in Galveston) 

Mustered out of the service of the United States at Galveston, Tex., April 18, 1899, 
with 46 officers and 822 enlisted men. Casualties while in service: Officers-died of disease, 
1. Enlisted men-died of disease, 14; killed by accident, 1; deserted, 15. 
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 Of all the publications about the Spanish American War I have looked into trying to 
follow JCM as he made his way across the southern states and then to Cuba, this film clip is 
the most interesting. 
 

http://www.loc.gov/item/00694214/ 
 
Filmed January 1, 1899 in Havana, Cuba: 
 

From Edison films catalog: A magnificent view of the Prado, from the balcony of the 
United States Club. The procession is headed by a troop of horsemen. Prominent 
among them is General Lee. Then come the soldiers, file after file and company after 
company; filling the broad avenue from curb to curb and as far as the eye can reach 
with marching men. It is the Seventh Army Corps. Great crowds of people fill the 
sidewalks; and through the trees that line the promenade in the middle of the Prado, 
are seen carriages and vehicles following the parade. The crowning event of the 
Spanish-American war! The great procession on Evacuation Day. 

 
 
 Look closely, maybe you’ll see James Childs Mabry marching by! 
 
 In 1901, the US Government decided to reimburse the volunteers in the Spanish 
American War for the days served between the date the volunteers signed up to the date 
they were mustered into service.  James signed up in Galveston.  Eight days later he mus-
tered in at Austin.  Pro-rated at a rate of $21.60 per month for a sergeant’s pay, JCM re-
ceived $5.76, for which he signed a receipt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Texas Years - Reconciling the Family Stories 
 

There is no evidence JCM belong to the Roosevelt Rough Riders.  I expect any one 
who went to Cuba in the Spanish American War could adopt that claim to fame.   
 

Belonging to the Texas Rangers was probably a full time law enforcement job.  The 
Belknap Rifles won its own glory and the family story probably evolved down the years. 
 
 Madam Ernestine Schumann-Heink made her American debut in Chicago in 1898 
and then joined the New York Metropolitan Opera.  She did appear in San Antonio in 1901 
and is recorded as appearing at The Grand 1894 Opera House in Galveston at unknown 
dates.  Perhaps the Galveston Quartette Society brought Madam to Galveston. 
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You can listen to YouTube clips of Madam Schumann-Heink singing.  So far I ha-
ven’t found one with JCM singing in the background! 
 
 JCM an orphan.  Certainly the nuclear family disintegrated.  JCM’s mother and three 
siblings drop off census records and JCM’s father is living by himself in Galveston while 
JCM is living with his sister in the August 3, 1870 census. 
 

There is a second 1870 Galveston census entry, recorded on June 15, 1870: 
 
J.C. Sheldon, 48, professor in St. M. College (and two children) 
M. Spann, 60, teacher in SMC (wife and two children) 
Horrace Kelly, 17 
John Weems, 15 
James Tarpey, 9 
James Mabrey, 7 

 
 St. Mary’s College is linked to an orphanage.  I have not followed up on this. 
 
 Last, but not least, the Wild West show! 
 

 
It is a fact that "Buffalo Bill's Wild West and Congress of Rough Riders" appeared in 

Galveston on October 23, 1902.  JCM dropped out of sight in Galveston around this time.  
This plays right into the various family stories about JCM.  Trying to keep my fantasies in 
check (JCM had a mid-life crisis and did the equivalent of running away to join the circus), I'll 
see if I can come up with anything in this regard. 
 
 Oh yes, about being the best dancer in Texas.  June 1891: 
 
 
 



 
James Childs Mabry & Teressa Phillips  Page 20 
Nancy Ettensperger, Underhill, VT - June 2014 

The New York Years - Teressa Phillips and Life in Baldwin, Long Island 
 
 When, how or why James Childs Mabry left Texas and arrived on the east cost is 
unknown to me.  He married 19 year old Teressa Phillips on April 1, 1905 in West Hoboken, 
New Jersey.  He stated his age as 33!  A good age to start a new life. 
 
Teressa Phillips 
 

 
6/1/1939 Brooklyn Daily Eagle 
This obituary contains a wealth of in-
formation, except for the fact that Ter-
essa’s given name is never men-
tioned. 
 
Teressa is the daughter of Frederick 
Phillips and Elvira Winans.  In 1900, 
the Phillips family lived at 893 4th Ave-
nue in Brooklyn.  Frederick’s occupa-
tion is stock clerk.   
 
Teressa’s three siblings: 
 

- Theodora, born about 1888, 
married a Mr. Pickett who died 
early.  One son Phillips O. 
Pickett born about 1914. 

 
- Nelson W. Phillips born about 

1890.   
 

- Virginia, born about 1894, mar-
ried Edward H. Crooks. 

 
 
At his RootsWeb site, Nathan Herring, 
Virginia Mabry Beeton’s grandson, 
referred to “Pat Mabry’s documenta-

tion from Winans & Phillips from the Newark NJ Historical Society.”  There is probably more 
to be learned about Teressa’s birth family from this document. 
 
 Jim Mabry 4th has traced a line from Teressa’s mother Elvira Winans back to William 
Palmer who was on the Fortune, the second ship to land in Plymouth in 1621.  This gives 
my brother John Mabry double coverage in the Pilgrim department.  A line going back to 
Thomas Rogers of the Mayflower extends from John’s maternal grandmother Ruth Water-
man Pearce’s maternal great grandmother Mary Foote Davies Clark. 
 

Green Wood Cemetery in Brooklyn has an on-line database of burials.  Teressa and 
James Childs Mabry are buried in the Phillips family plot.  Any volunteers for headstone 
photos? 
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Census records plot the course of James, Teressa and their seven children from 
1905 through 1940. 
 
1905 - Hudson County, NJ 
 James Mabry, 32 
 Theressa Mabry, 19 
 
1910 - 752 Jefferson Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ 
Renting house 

James C. Mabry, 38, married 5 years, bookkeeper in tobacco industry 
Teressa Mabry, 24, married 5 years 
Albert; James C. 

 
1920 - Johnson’s Lane, Baldwin, NY - the census sheet is not legible, indexer’s information 
Renting house 

James C. Mabry, 48 
Teressa, 33 
Albert, James, Robert, Richard, Elvira, Nelson 

 
1925 - Adams Street, Baldwin, NY 

James C. Mabry, 55, naval ordnance plant 
Teressa, 39 
Albert A., 19, chauffer 
James C., 17, chauffer’s helper 
Robert P., 15, school; Richard, 11, school; Elvira, 8, school; Nelson, 6; Virginia, 3 

 
1930 - 115 Grand Avenue, Baldwin, NY 
Renting house at $15/month.  Family owned a radio. 

James C. Mabry, 58, married at 33, born AL, father NC, mother AL, riveter, navy plant 
Teressa, 44, married at 19 
James, Jr. 22, lineman, telephone company 
Robert P., 19, chauffeur, delivery company 
Richard A., 16; Elvira T., 13; Virginia L., 8 all at school 

Albert is probably in Cortland, NY, lodging at the YMCA.  His wife Dorothy, 22, is liv-
ing at her parent’s (Boch) home in Baldwin.  Where is 11 year old Nelson? 
 

1940 - 19 Kingston Avenue, Baldwin (indexed “Matry” at ancestry.com) 
Renting house, $40/month 

Robert Mabry, 29, salesman, milk industry, highest grade of school H2 
Agnes Mabry, 29, teacher, public school, highest grade of school C3 
Maureen Mabry, 1, daughter 
John (sic) C., father-in-law (of the respondent Agnes), 69 (b. 1871), born in Alabama, wid-
owed, highest grade of school H4, unable to work because of permanent disability, chronic 
illness or old age (code 7?) 

 
1940 - 31 Hayes Street, Baldwin, NY 
Renting house at $30/month 

Albert Mabry, 34, bartender in a hotel, highest grade of school H1 
Dorothy Mabry, 32, wife, highest grade of school H4 
Burt Mabry, 9, son; Penelope Mabry, 2, daughter 
Nelson Mabry, 21, brother, clerk, electrical, highest grade of school H4 
Richard Mabry, 25, brother, actor, theatre, highest grade of school H4, unemployed 
William Ewing, 24, lodger, salesman, retail 

Albert Mabry also shows up the 1940 census in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, bartender 
at the Lauderdale Beach Hotel, but Albert & other names are crossed out on the cen-
sus sheet. 
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1940 - 111 Baisley Avenue, Hempstead, NY 
Renting house, $30/month 

James C. Mabry, 32, bus driver, transportation, highest grade of school H3 
Marie A. Mabry, 22, highest grade of school C2  /  James, 3; William, 4 months 

 
1940 - 2413 Shenandoah Avenue, Buckhead, Fulton County, Georgia 

Virginia Mabry, 18, formerly of Baldwin, NY, school H4, secretary, finance company, living 
with her mother’s sister Virginia who is married to Edward Crooks 

 
1940 - Freeport, NY - Elvira Mabry Healy’s husband and 3 year old son John are living with Healy’s 
parents, John F. & Mae Healy.  I can’t find Elvira and Donald (2) in the 1940 census. 
 
 
 

 
 
Generally, the Mabry family 
rented houses in the Baldwin 
Harbor section of Baldwin, a 
village in the town of Hemp-
stead, Nassau County, New 
York 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Map of Baldwin, 1939 
 
 
 
 
 
1920 - Johnson’s Lane, Baldwin 
Harbor 
 
1925 - Adams Street, Baldwin 
Harbor 
 
1930 - 115 Grand Avenue, North 
Baldwin 
 
1940 - 31 Hayes Street, Baldwin 
Harbor and 19 Kingston Avenue 
which is north of this map 
 
 
 

Nancy
Line

Nancy
Line

Nancy
Line

Nancy
Line
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 There are a few New Jersey city directories at ancestry.com.  Hempstead directories 
are on microfilm in various repositories.  Baldwin published a weekly newspaper; microfilm is 
located at Hofstra University.  Anyone want to see if there is an obit for James? 
 
 
1909 Elizabeth, New Jersey 
 

 
 
1913 Elizabeth, New Jersey 
 

 
 
1918 Jersey City, New Jersey 
 

 
 
 
 I found information for only one place where JCM worked.  The 1925 census lists 
JCM’s occupation as naval ordnance plant.  The United States Naval Ordnance Plant in 
Baldwin was established in 1918 and closed in 1945 after World War 2.  During the height of 
WW2 the plant employed 800 men and women.   
 
James C. Mabry - Pension and Death Certificate 
 
 One January 28, 1929, James C. Mabry applied for an invalid’s pension (Spanish 
American War) due to a hernia, presumably incurred when handling supplies in Cuba.  Jim 
Mabry 4th has this pension information.  
 
 JCM’s death certificate is on the next page.  It would have been a miracle to see his 
parents listed, but that was not to be.  JCM was paralyzed on his right side before his death.  
The Bronx Veterans Hospital exits today under the name James J. Peters VA Medical Cen-
ter. 
 
 That is all I was able to squeeze out of the internet about James Childs Mabry’s 
years on the east coast.  I’ll move on to the seven children of James and Teressa. 
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Albert Ross Mabry - 1/20/1906 - 1/20/1974 
 
 Albert was the first born child.  As the 1940 census shows, Albert, James, Jr. and 
Robert left high school early and started working, thus giving support to James, Jr.’s re-
membrances that he had to leave school to help support the family.   

 
 
 
This photo was sent to my 
brother John Mabry by 
James Childs Mabry 3rd.   
 
Albert to the left, James, Jr. 
to the right.  Maybe the 
brothers are about 13 and 
11 years old.  This would 
date the photo around 1920 
when the family lived on 
Johnson’s Lane in Baldwin 
Harbor. 
 
The siding and trim of the 
house look the same as in 
the photo of Teressa and 
James, Sr. 
 
Albert’s interest in airplanes 
evolved into a job as an 
aeronautics instructor. 
 
In later years, Albert disap-
peared off the family radar.  
James Mabry, Jr. hired a 
detective to find him.  Alter-
nately, Jim, Jr.’s son, Billy, 
a state trooper, traced Al-
bert through his driver’s li-
cense.  My brother John 
Mabry remembers there 
was much excitement when 
Albert was found. 
 
 

 
Albert’s son Burt Uriah Mabry died in 1946 at age 15.  He is buried at Green Woods 

in Brooklyn. 
 
 Albert received a good amount of press in the early days.  I’ll let the clippings tell the 
story.   
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7-15-1929 Brooklyn Standard Union 
 
There are other news clippings which add more information to 
the marriage:  The ceremony was performed by Rev. Lincoln 
Hollister Casswell of Manhattan.  The couple will be at home 
at 162 South Allen Street, Albany, NY.  Mr. Mabry is manager 
of Flyer’s Inc. Institute of Aeronautics in Albany. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12-3-1929 Moravia Republican 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dorothy Boch Mabry and seven week old Burt.  
See Page 28 for the story. 
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May 28, 1930 Cortland Standard 
 
 Albert takes a job with Harold R. Mull (former army pilot) who had recently leased the 
Cortland, New York airport.  If you are interested in flying, all the names in this article are 
known in the aeronautics world. 
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 Charles A. Lindbergh, Jr. was born June 22, 1930.   
 
7-17-1930 Albany Evening News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lindbergh baby would live only 20 months before he was kidnapped.  Little Burt 
Mabry would die when he was 15. 
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Bert’s job as a ground instructor for Harold R. 
Mull at Cortland Airport lasted less than two 
years. 
 
Over the winter of 1930/1931, Albert ran the 
ground school, assisted by his brother-in-law 
Oscar A. Boch. 
 
Events at the Cortland Airport: 
 
August 1930:  Pilots Emmons, Gebhardt and 
Woolvin escaped serious injuries when the 
Bird plane piloted by Emmons cracked up 
while attempting to take off.  The landing 
wheel got stuck in a pothole. 
 
July 1931:  Pilot Howard Emmons (23 years 
old) was giving a lesson to Jenkins Williams.  
The plane crashed, Emmons died, Williams 
sued for $50,000. 
 
August 1931:  Two instructors were giving a 
plane a work out (rolls, turns, diving).  The 
plane went out of control, the instructors para-
chuted to safety and the plane crashed. 
 
Shortly thereafter, Harold R. Mull departed for 
Florida and eventually ended up in China, dy-
ing of pneumonia on his way home to the US 
in 1940. 

9-8-1930 Cortland paper 
 
 An Albert and Naomi Mabry turn up in directories for Pittsburgh, California in the 
1950s.  Albert R. Mabry died in Sacramento County, California on January 20, 1974.  I as-
sume this is our Albert.  
 

Here are two headstones (findagrave) in the Evergreen Cemetery in Owego, NY, 
apparently in the Hill family plot.  Our Albert? 
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James Childs Mabry, Jr.  11/21/1907 - 10/1/1978 
 
 Namesake of his father, Jim married first Marie Mulligen.  They had three children, 
James Childs Mabry 3rd, William and Eileen Childs Mabry.  William died in 1971 in a car or 
motorcycle accident (?) at age 31. 
 
 Marie died in 2012. 
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 Jim’s second wife was my mother, Jane Pearce.  Exactly where they met (probably 
in New York City) and when (early 1950s) they married is unknown to me.  Jim and Jane 
moved to Manchester, Vermont.  They had one son, John David Mabry, born 1954.  Jim 
lived in Vermont for the rest of his life.  
 
 
                   Jane and Jim, 1956 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ginny and Art Beeton sent condolence flowers 
when Jane died, as did James 3rd. 
 
 
 
 
 

October 25, 1958 Bennington Evening Banner (Vermont) 
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Jim’s third marriage took place in 
Manchester, Vermont on January 
27, 1962. 
 
 
Note reference to James C. 
Mabry, Sr. - Texas Ranger and 
one of Teddy Roosevelt’s Rough 
Riders. 
 
 
Jim’s brother Nelson and his wife 
Loretta drove up from Forest Hills 
to attend the wedding. 
 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Weil of Free-
port must be Jim’s sister Elvira, 
known as Sis. 
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Jim died in 1978, at home in Sandgate, Vermont, from a massive heart attack, re-
portedly sitting at the kitchen table with a cup of coffee in his hand.  It’s the way he would 
have wanted to go! 

 
 
 
 I never knew Jim’s fourth wife Virginia.  They mar-
ried in the early 1970s. 
 
 

 
Jim, looking like his father!  This 
photo is probably in the 1970s, 
taken at Green Mountain Park in 
Pownal, Vt. 
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Robert Phillips Mabry 5/2/1910 to 1/13/1969 
 
 Wedding announcement and obituary provide a glimpse into Robert’s life. 
 
5-3-1936 Utica Observer  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    January 1969 Utica Observer 
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Richard Allan Mabry 3/6/1914 - 4/21/1985 
 
 In the 1940 census, Richard is living at home with his brothers and apparently pursu-
ing an acting career.  Interesting, and I doubt if we’ll ever know more about that part of his 
life. 
 
 In 1952 Richard appears in a Jamestown, NY directory, salesman for Sonotone of 
Jamestown and living in Franklinville.  By 1956 he was located in Buffalo, married to Eliza-
beth S., and working as a copywriter for Bowman & Block. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 The one surviving sister is Virginia Mabry Beeton. 
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Elvira Theresa Mabry Healy - 9/12/1917 - 1/15/1975(?) 
 
 I believe Elvira was known as “Sis.”  She married John F. Healy, a Baldwin boy.  
They had two children: 
 

John Francis Healy, Jr. 
born 12/28/1936 
died 1/15/1991.  He may be buried at Calverton National Cemetery, NY 
 
Donald Robert Healy 
born 12/27/1937 
 
I can’t find Elvira and her youngest son Donald in the 1940 census.  I can’t find an 

obit or much of anything else for Elvira.   
 
According to Nathan Herring’s tree, Elvira also married Richard Grenamyer (which is 

probably Richard E. Greenamyer, born 1919 in Freeport) and they had one child. 
 
Then there is Harold Weil.  Mr. and Mrs. Harold Weil attended Jim, Jr.’s third mar-

riage in 1963.  At one of the people finder searches on the internet, there is a listing for Har-
old Weil age 98 and Elvira Weil age 97 in Freeport (obviously not up to date).  As far as I 
can tell, Weil was an attorney and director of patrons services at Roosevelt Raceway (har-
ness racing in Westbury, NY).  His brother Alvin Weil was president of the raceway for many 
years. 

 
 A daughter of Donald may be Megan Raye who originally posted the photo of James 
and Teressa Mabry on ancestry.com in 2010.  I emailed her through ancestry.com but there 
has been no answer.  I wonder if she has any more gems tucked away in her box of family 
memorabilia. 
 
 A faint memory places me, about age 12 or so, in Long Island and probably in 
Elvira’s basement playroom, along with some cousins, trying to learn how to use a pogo 
stick.  Chased outdoor by an adult who feared we would crash through the plate glass 
doors, we went down to the end of the street and tried to learn how to smoke a cigarette.   
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Nelson Mabry 2/18/1919 - 4/30/1967 
 
 Eleven year old Nelson is missing in the 1930 census.  I wonder if he was just left off 
or what.  
 
 Nelson enlisted in the army March 31, 1941 in Jamaica, Nassau County.  He had 
one year of college, was a clerk in civilian life, 71” tall, 140 pounds, and was single.  He 
served in the Army until 1946.   
 
 On July 29, 1944 Nelson and Zena Eschmann married in Dover, New Hampshire.  

Zena lived to 91.  Her obituary is on-line. 
 
 This marriage dissolved and he next 
married Aunt Loretta!  For one week in the 
summer of 1959(?), I visited my city cousins in 
Forest Hills.  Aunt Loretta was full of beans 
and energetically dragged me, the Vermont 
country cousin, and her children (one girl and 
one boy?) around to swimming pools and 
shopping adventures.  I thought the ice cream 
truck that drove through the neighborhood was 
a marvel. 
 
 I don’t have a clear image of Uncle Nel-
son.  He did come to Vermont in 1963 to at-
tend his brother James, Jr.’s third marriage.  I 
always had the impression Nelson worked at a 
racetrack in public relations.  Maybe I mixed 
him up with Harold Weil or maybe there is a 
connection. 
 
 Nelson was the second youngest child 
but the first to die, reportedly of a heart attack.  
He and Aunt Loretta are buried in the Long 
Island National Cemetery. 
 
 
 
 

8-2-1944 Portsmouth Herald 
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Virginia Lee Mabry Beeton - 8/26/1921 to 11/28/2003 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  7-10-1932 Girls Scout News in the 
  Brooklyn Daily Eagle 
 
             findagrave tribute 

 
 
The photo was originally posted in 2010 by 
Vickinkruse to the Nuckols Family Tree at an-
cestry.com.  The tree includes Beeton and 
Arthur families. 
 
Ginny married William Arthur Beeton about 
1940.  Arthur’s obituary is on the next page. 
 
Most importantly, Ginny told family tales to 
her grandson that provided clues to track 
down the early whereabouts of James Childs 
Mabry. 
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Siblings of James Childs Mabry 
Albert Ross Mabry and Sarah Augusta Mabry Stowe 

 
 
Albert Ross Mabry  
 
 Military records for Albert Ross Mabry (obtained by the Mabrys 3rd and 4th) list John 
N. Stowe (married to Sarah Augusta Mabry) as his brother-in-law.  I found this news clipping 

which reports the same.   
 
 
 
 

 
James Childs Mabry named his first child Albert Ross.   

 
Albert Ross Mabry was born about 1855/1860 in Mobile, Alabama.  Another Mabry 

with a flexible birth year!  He was known as AR or Ross.  My first sighting of AR is 1874 in 
Galveston. 

 
9-18-1874 - Galveston News - AR has a letter waiting at the post office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Galveston, AR worked as a clerk/bookkeeper with an insurance company and 

then with the Singer Manufacturing Company. 
 
In the 1880 Galveston city directory, Albert lived in close proximity to the Stowe fam-

ily, but I cannot find him in the 1880 census.  The census sheet for the Stowe family is dated 
June 1, 1800.  Maybe Albert was on vacation when the census takers came around: 

 
6-9-1880 Galveston News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Albert married Daisy Darling, whose family lived in Galveston.  Their two children 

were born in Fort Worth: Curtis Darling Mabry 12-3-1883 and Albert Ross, Jr. 3-11-1890.  
Curtis would become a draftsman, marry, have children, provide a home for his mother and 
her second husband Graham Perry.  Albert Ross Mabry, Jr. died from TB on March 23, 
1926 in El Paso, Texas. 

 
1885 Fort Worth - Albert R. Mabry, bookkeeper, The Martin-Brown Co. 
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8-3-1886 Galveston Daily News - The San Antonio Rifles would be competing in this 
drill. 

 

 
 
 
An 1899 advertisement: 
 

 
 
 
By 1900, the marriage had dissolved.  Daisy and the children (Curtis 17 and Albert, 

Jr. 10) were living with Daisy’s parents in Mt. Vernon, Westchester County, New York.  
 
 
In 1899 Albert enlisted in the Army from Little Rock. Arkansas, and served in the 

Philippines.  Then it was back to Little Rock, Albert married the widow Mamie Kadel in 1905 
and the couple lived in Little Rock until Albert’s death on February 23, 1913.  Albert’s last job 
was as a bookkeeper for Consumers Cotton Oil Company. 

 
 

 
 

Albert is buried in the Oakland 
Cemetery in Little Rock (Center 
St./Lot 457 in case anyone is trav-
eling through Little Rock with a 
camera). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2/24/1913 Arkansas Gazette, Little 
Rock 
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2-5-1900 Daily Times, Columbus, Indiana 
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 Sarah Augusta Mabry Stowe, known as Gussie 
 

 
 
Gussie married John N. Stowe in 
Galveston, Texas on December 9, 
1869. 
 
John was first a carriage maker and 
then went into insurance. 
 
Gussie’s little brother, James Childs 
Mabry, lived with Gussie and John in 
1870 and later James would work in 
Stowe’s insurance agency. 
 
Gussie and John Stowe had three 
children, John, Jr., Mary Virginia and 
Willie A. (probably Augusta).  
 
 
Gussie and her girls are buried in 
Trinity Episcopal Cemetery, Galves-
ton. 
 
Gussie Mabry 
wife of John N. Stowe 
born in Mobile Alabama 
April 1, 1849 
died in Galveston, Tex 
March 27, 1884 
 
 

 
 

 
 

                     
Papa’s Darling       Virginia Stowe 
Willie A. Stowe       wife of John W. Campbell 
daughter of John N. and Gussie Stowe    born 10/9/1872 
born 9/8/1874       died 4/9/1908 
died 8/16/1904 
 
At findagrave, the large photo above showing the full monument is mistakenly in-

cluded in Old City Graveyard in Galveston. 
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 Gussie’s obituary in the 3-28-1884 Galveston Daily News. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 I did not investigate the business life of Gussie’s husband John Neal Stowe.  A brief 
look at newspapers indicates John Stowe earned his share of wealth and position in Galves-
ton through his business activities and civic involvement.   
 

Civil war records show a Private John Stowe, 26th Regiment, Texas Cavalry 
(Debray’s or Davis Mounted Battalion), Company C of the Confederate Army.  In later years, 
John N. Stowe was a member of a Confederate veteran’s group in Galveston called Camp 
Magruder No. 105 U.C.V. 

 
John N. Stowe is referred to Captain 

Stowe.  Maybe it derives from his position as 
Captain of the Island City Boating and Athletic 
Association.   

 
Here is a 7-25-1894 fishing tale. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

When Gussie died at age 35, their children were ages 12 to 14.  John Stowe outlived 
his children, all of whom died young, then John perished in the 1915 Galveston Hurricane. 
 
Timeline for a Glimpse into the Stowe Family 

 
Most newspaper articles are from the Galveston Daily News.   
 
Around 1889-1891, Mary Virginia and Willie attended the Lasell Seminary for Young 

Women in Auburndale, Massachusetts, just outside of Boston.  The Seminary’s newsletters, 
Lasell Leaves, have been compiled and are available at archive.org.  It looks as though the 
author of most of the articles was the enthusiastic Charles C. Bragdon, principal of the 
seminary. 

 
7/3/1875 - St. Johns Church entertainment program, Willie Stowe a participant 

 
2/12/1888 - Mr. John N. Stowe of this city left last night for Lexington, VA where his son 
John lies dangerously ill of spinal inflammation…son at Virginia Military Institute. 
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June 1890 Lasell Leaves 
 

Virginia and Willie Stowe received a box of beautiful Cape Jessamine from their home in Gal-
veston, Texas.  They have been very liberal in giving them away.  Mr. Bragdon has a fine 
vase of them on his desk.  It is wonderful that they preserved such freshness through the 
long journey. 
 

6/26/1890 - Captain J.N. Stowe left the city yesterday to spend the summer with his two 
daughters in Boston. 

 
1891 Alleriei (year book for Lasell) 
 

Special Students:  M. Virginia Stowe and Willie A. Stowe from Galveston, Texas 
both girls in the Swimming Club 

 
October 1892 Lasell Leaves 
 

From Willie Stowe we learn that her father has built a lovely house, and that Willie is con-
vinced that he is the best father she ever saw.  (All fathers are just that, Willie, when daugh-
ters are loving.) 

 
June 1893 Lasell Leaves 
 

Word comes from Virginia Stowe about a capsize that might have resulted in her being left 
sisterless had not Willie used to such good advantage Lasell’s swimming tank, and Miss 
Ransom’s instruction.  Willie and her father were out on the bay in a sail-boat, the sale rope 
of which, becoming entangled just as a squall came up, could not be managed, and the boat 
overturned, throwing the two out into twenty-five feet of water, and Willie about ten feet off 
from her father.  Mr. Stowe says that had she not known how to swim she would inevitably 
have drowned before he could have reached her, since he was hindered from promptly giving 

aid by being entangled in the sail-rope.  Willie’s ease and grace in swimming 
wins her many compliments upon her skill, Virginia says.  (This is a pretty 
practical demonstration of the value of a knowledge of swimming, isn’t it, 
girls?) 

 
April 1894  Lasell Leaves 

 
Virginia Stowe was married Feb. 28 to a prominent lawyer of Galveston, 
Texas.  (We have not learned his name.)  They have gone to housekeeping in 
one of her father’s houses, only a short distance from her old home. 
 
[Note:  the handsome John W. Campbell, Esq.  More about John W. Camp-
bell, Virginia and their children:  
http://www.woodvorwerk.com/wood/g7/p7756.htm] 

 
 
 

October 1894 Lasell Leaves 
 
Willie Stowe, Galveston, Texas, is her father’s housekeeper, “and a most excellent one, too,” 
says he. 
 

7/7/1895 - Addresses of those sojourning in other cities:  Miss Willie Stowe, care Ferry 
Napler, 21 West Fourth Street, New York 
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October 1895 Lasell Leaves 
 

Willie Stowe, after a three year’s absence, has paid us a pleasant visit this fall.  Willie is 
somewhat taller and stouter than when she left, but she, nevertheless, looks very much the 
same.  Virginia could not leave home and husband to accompany her, although she, too, 
would have been warmly welcomed. 
 

11/19/1895 - Miss Willie A. Stowe returned home Sunday on the steamship Lenna after an 
absence of six months visiting friends in New York, New Jersey and at Lasell Seminary, Au-
burndale, Mass. with her old schoolmates and teachers. 

 
December 1895 Lasell Leaves 
 

Willie Stowe is at home again after her six months North with her many friends.  She visited 
in New York, New Jersey and at Lowell. 
 

February 1896 Lasell Leaves 
 

Willie Stowe and Virginia have lost their grandmother Mrs. Mary E. Stowe who died February 
4 in Galveston, aged 83 and only a short time previous a granduncle Col. Wm. C. Howell of 
Houston.  To these friends also we give sympathy in their trouble. 
 

5/28/1896 - Real Estate Transfers:  John N. Stowe, Jr. and Mary Virginia Campbell and 
husband to John N. Stowe, Sr. (parcel of land) 

 
6/28/1896 - Mrs. J. W. Campbell and child and her sister Miss Willie A. Stowe have returned 
from Wooten Wells [a famous health resort]. 
 
October 1896 Lasell Leaves 
 

Virginia Stowe Campbell’s little man is here, 4 months old in May, when the picture was 
made, and a very winsome baby, indeed. 

 
October 1896 Lasell Leaves 
 

Virginia Stowe Campbell is busy enough with her home and her baby boy to attend to these 
days.  She sends us a picture of the little fellow, of whom she is very proud, naturally enough.  
Lasell has in Virginia and Willie two such staunch and enthusiastic friends that Mr. Campbell 
says he is anxious to see the school, so that he may decide for himself whether it is as nearly 
perfect as they say it is.  Virginia intends to bring him some day to satisfy his mind. 

 
April 1897 Lasell Leaves 
 
 Article about Swimming Class 
 

We all remember the cases of Bertie Burr’s brave rescue of her companions on that summer 
day that came to near being one of sad disaster; and Willie Stowe’s plucky action when she 
and her father suddenly found themselves overturned in Galveston Bay.  As has long been 
the custom the girls are frequently allowed use of the tank on Saturday evening, at which 
time not even the delight of making those delicious things, “fudges,” can win a Lasell swim-
mer from the swimming bath, where like fishes she and her lucky companions among the ini-
tiated, float, and swim, and dive, and make merry withal. 
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November 1897 Lasell Leaves 
 

From Virginia Stowe Campbell’s father we learn that she has two boys, both lovely children. 
 
January 1898 Lasell Leaves 
 

Willie Stowe and Virginia have lost their brother, Mr. John N. Stowe, after an illness of some 
three months.  His death antedates Christmas by only a few days.  He leaves a widow and 
two little ones. 
 

 
 
12-24-1897 Galveston Daily News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1900 Census - Galveston - John N. Stowe, his daughter Willie, John Jr.’s widow 

Merrill and her two children Merrill and Fred, and the cook Martha Weber. 
 

6/4/1900 - Mrs. Daisy Mabry sailed for her home at Mount Vernon, N.Y. on the steamship 
Couchn last Wednesday, accompanied by Miss Willie A. Stowe, who will spend the summer 
with her. 
 
October 1900 Lasell Leaves 
 

Mr. Stowe of Galveston, father of Willie and Virginia, writes of the dreadful work of clearing 
away the debris of the flood, disposing of the bodies of the poor unfortunates found and of 
the great business losses suffered by so many in the city, himself one.  His home, and that of 
Virginia and her family, next door, withstood the storm, though put to an awful test.  Virginia 
and her children are at present away from the city, as is Willie, also.  None of their relatives 
were lost in the great disaster. 
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May 1902 Lasell Leaves 
 
 Charles C. Bragdon, Lasell’s principal, takes a train trip to visit Lasell girls across the 
US.  He stopped in Galveston to visit the Stowe sisters. 
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October 1903 Lasell Leaves 
 

Willie Stowe, of Galveston, Texas, has been spending the summer in Mt. Vernon, New York, 
for her health.  She is reported looking plump and rosey again. 
 
[Note:  Daisy Darling Mabry lived in Mount Vernon at this time.] 

 
May 1904 Lasell Leaves 
 

John N. Stowe, father of our Willie Stowe, is secretary and treasury of the Local Underwriters’ 
Association of Texas. 
 

2/27/1904 - Miss Willie A. Stowe and Mrs. J.N. Stowe, Jr. have returned from the east to 
their home 1720 33rd St. after spending several months visiting friends and relatives. 

 
 

 
 
Willie dies August 16, 1904. 

 
8-16-1904 Galveston Tribune 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Oct. 1904 Lasell Leaves - Deaths 
 

The summer’s record includes the death of our dear Willie Stowe, daughter of John N. Stowe 
of Galveston, Texas, and sister of Virginia.  Willie was a favorite at Lasell during all of her 
years here.  A charming girl of gentle manner and good mind, especially interested in the 
swimming, and loyal always to her dear Lasell, as we to her.  The visit of the principal two 
years ago was most delightful, and Willie was at the head of the home, making a charming 
hostess, as her father said, was “my right-hand man.”  The Galveston paper prints the follow-
ing:  “This unwelcome destroyer entered the home of Mr. John N. Stowe last Tuesday, and 
took therefrom his daughter, Miss Willie Stowe, a charming young lady with kind and gentle 
disposition, and now she has passed into the celestial light of heaven, leaving many sore and 
aching hearts behind.  Miss Stowe was a true Christian, steadfast friend and a dutiful, loving 
child, and these beautiful traits of character drew to her the love and friendship of all who 
knew her.” 
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Family Search, Texas Deaths 1890-1976 
 
 
May 1907 Lasell Leaves 
 

A New York paper publishes a splendid notice of our Mr. John N. Stowe, of Galveston, 
Texas, the father of Virginia and Willie, whom we loved so well.  It is a well deserved tribute 
to a well earned standing. 

 
October 1907 Lasell Leaves 
 

John N. Stowe, father of our Willie and Virginia, kindly remembers us with the annual number 
of the Galveston News, recording the remarkable growth and achievement of that wonderful 
city.  Those Galveston people have been more resourceful, energetic and successful even 
than the Mormons were when they made their new home in the desert to blossom as the 
rose.  Among the illustrations is the beautiful new home of I. H. Kempner, brother of our Fan-
nie. 

 
May 1908 Lasell Leaves 
 

Among the unexpected losses from Lasell ranks is our Virginia Stowe, sister of Willie and 
daughter of John N. Stowe of Galveston, Texas.  Virginia was Mrs. Campbell and was only 
thirty-six years old.  It seems as if she might have been spared to our friend a little longer.  
Virginia was born and reared in Galveston, and she leaves two sons, Marcus and Wesley.  
Our sympathy is with Mr. Stowe, whose eyes must be turning rather eagerly toward the reun-
ion that is coming of his beautiful family. 

 

        Family Search, Texas Deaths 1890-1976 - indexed under Virginia Stone Campbell 
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 In the 1910 Census, John N. Stowe had been married to Cora P. for two years and 
was still an active insurance agent.  Neal Arose, 18, servant. 
 

Hurricane of August 15/16, 1915:  Fifteen years after the devastating storm of 1900, 
another hurricane hit Galveston.  Sea walls built after the 1900 storm protected the city of 
Galveston but 200 to 300 people died, among them John Stowe and his wife. 

 
 
8-19-1915 Galveston Tribune 
 

Mr. E.E. Dana of Danaville, thirteen miles down the island, although safe in the city with his 
family, has been busy endeavoring to learn the fate of others whose homes were on the is-
land west of the city limits.  Mr. Dana, on receipt of the warning from the weather bureau 
Monday, visited a number of his neighbors and endeavored to persuade them to come to the 
city; in most instances his efforts resulted in the people heeding him and they are alive today.  
There were others, however, who treated the warning with disdain and most of these are to-
day unaccounted for.  There were several others to whom no word of warning could be sent 
and it is feared that these perished; among these are mentioned John N. Stowe and wife of 
this city, who were spending the summer on the bay shore, five miles west of the Dana place; 
it is feared that Stowe and his wife and another man who was with the Stowe party, have per-
ished. 

 
 Further reports list, among the missing, John N. Stowe and wife of Galveston, their 
negro servant and a white man who was a bricklayer.  They had gone to the western end of 
Galveston Island on August 14. 
 
 

 
 
In December, John’s body was recov-
ered and his funeral held. 
 
I don’t know if the bodies of his wife or 
the two missing men were ever recov-
ered. 
 
John W. Campbell, Stowe’s son-in-law, 
was executor of Stowe’s will. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12-5-1915 Galveston Daily News 
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John N. Stowe is buried in Lake 
View Cemetery.   
 
This photo only appears under 
Google images. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

3/12/1927 - Died in Philadelphia, Mrs. Merrill Stowe Brady, former wife of the late John N. 
Stowe, Jr. of Galveston.  Survived by one daughter Mrs. Merrill Augusta Helm of Philadel-
phia and one son Fred Fisher Stowe of Washington. 
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End Notes 
 
 
I have not plucked this information from thin air; there is a source for all this material.  My interpreta-
tions, attributions and typing may be incorrect.  If anyone wants to know where specific information 
came from, just let me know.  Here are the main sources. 
 
Nancy Ettensperger 
P.O. Box 86 
Underhill, Vermont  05489 
 
Ancestry.com 
FamilySearch.org 
Find-a-Grave.com 
USGenWeb Archives - usgwarchives.net 
USGenWeb - usgenweb.org 
RootsWeb.com 
GenealogyBank.com 
NewspaperArchive.com 
ChroniclingAmerica.com 
list of on-line newspapers:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:List_of_online_newspaper_archives 
Google Books 
Archive.org 
Hathi-Trust Digital Library 
Local libraries/interlibrary loans 
National Archives - military records:  http://www.archives.gov/ 
Fold3.com 
 
People Who Paved the Way 
 
Don Collins, The Maybury Family:  http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mabry/    
www.mabryfamily.org will get you there, too 
 
Nathan Herring at RootsWeb:  http://worldconnect.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=sherling-herring&id=I33 
 
James Childs Mabry 3rd and James Childs Mabry 4th 

 
John Mabry who inspired me to do this 
 
And other Mabry descendants who posted family trees 
 
Texas Sources 
 
Johnson County (Texas) Genealogical Society 
 A volunteer looked up JCM at the Cleburne City Directories at the Cleburne Public Library 
 
Texas State Archives in Austin - https://www.tsl.texas.gov/landing/archives.html 

Researcher John C. Chapman found JCM in the Belknap Rifles rolls and the Spanish Ameri-
can War records 

 
The Texas State Archives also contain Galveston County Court Records 1838-1956.  Guardi-
anship papers for JCM?  It would probably take a lot of digging. 

 
Daughters of the Republic of Texas Library at the Alamo in San Antonio Texas:  www.drtl.org 
 
Texas Archival Resources Online:  www.lib.utexas.edu/taro/ 
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The Portal to Texas History:  www.texashistory.unt.edu 
 
Belknap Rifles article:  The Texas Historian, Vol. 42, No. 2, November 1981 
http://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth391384/m1/22/?q=belknap%20rifles%20broom%20brig
ade 
 
For the 1895 photo of Belknap Rifles “Broom Brigade” in the above article, go here: 
http://cdm9020.cdmhost.com/cdm/singleitem/collection/p9020coll008/id/9605/rec/5 
 
Handbook of Texas on Line:  www.tshaonline.org 
 
History of Casino Hall, San Antonio found here: 
http://digital.utsa.edu/cdm/compoundobject/collection/p15125coll9/id/7884 
 
Galveston & Texas History Center, Rosenberg Library:  http://www.gthcenter.org/ 
 Galveston Quartette Society Records 
 
Trinity Episcopal Church, Galveston, TX:  www.trinitygalv.org 
 
References to JCM’s bicycle business popped up in a few trade publications: 
 

The American Stationer, A Journal Devoted to the Interest of the Stationery & Fancy Goods 
   Trade, Vol. 40, June 1896, pages 16 and 17 
The Wheel and Cycling Trade Review, 1897, page 673 
Hardware: Devoted to the American Hardware Trade, Vol. 17, June 1898, Bicycle Trade  
   News, page 42 

 
1st Texas - History of Company B:  http://www.spanamwar.com/1sttexas.htm 
 
1904 AT&SF logo found at davidrumsey.com.  Specific information about the logo found here:  
http://azmemory.azlibrary.gov/cdm/landingpage/collection/whsrail 
 
 
New York Sources 
 
Brooklyn Genealogy:  http://bklyn-genealogy-info.stevemorse.org/ 
 
Green-Wood Cemetery in Brooklyn has an on-line database 
 
NYC Department of Records, Municipal Archives, 31 Chambers St, NYC (JCM’s death certificate) 
 
FultonHistory.org:   
 

This search site was created by a man with a passion for New York state newspapers.  The 
first time I used FultonHistory I discovered a news article in the 1925 Brooklyn Daily Eagle about Dr. 
Llewellyn D.S. Banker (age 54) caught in flagrante delicto (or at least enjoying a cup of tea) by his 
sons who barged into the hotel room where Dr. Banker was “entertaining” our great aunt Edna Et-
tensperger (age 24), a public school teacher.  I can’t image Aunt Edna kept her job after this episode, 
but Dr. Banker did divorce his first wife and marry Edna! 

 
Maybe one day FultonHistory will scan the Baldwin Citizen Weekly, published from 1925 to 

1993.  Surely the Mabry family will appear in this newspaper.  I think the microfilm is available at the 
Hofstra University Special Collections Department in Hempstead, New York. 
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Maps 
 
The shape of Galveston does not lend itself well to inclusion of a map with arrows pointing to all the 
places of interest where JCM turned up. 
 
 

 
 
 
Photos and paintings of Galveston 1890-1900:  http://www.gthcenter.org/exhibits/zenith/   See the 
Cotton Exchange Building where JCM worked with JN Stowe. 
 
Sanborn maps are available for Texas - if you have a street address you can figure out exactly where 
someone lived.  The 1898 map for Cleburne shows us JCM lived pretty close to the railroad:  
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/sanborn/texas.html 
 
1885 San Antonio map.  JCM lived next to Alamo Plaza (Belknap Rifles would practice here as well 
as Military Plaza) when he was rooming at 625 East Houston St.  
http://www.historicmapworks.com/Map/US/1596393/Plate+002/San+Antonio+1885/Texas/ 
 
Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fey Railway office building, 2428 Strand, Galveston, Texas: 
http://www.birdseyeviews.org/zoom.php?city=Galveston&year=1885&extra_info 
 
Baldwin, New York map - historicmapworks.com 
 
Arkansas Sources 
 
ArkansasResearch.com 
 
ArkansasTies.com 
 
Thanks to Lily Furlow, former Pulaski County lookup volunteer, who came out of retirement to rustle 
up Albert Ross Mabry’s obit. 
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THE LAST INNING 
 

Galveston Daily News, June 22, 1901 
 

Poet Baseballists 
 

A Challenge in Verse from the Hard 
Knockers to Sturges Comedians and its 

Acceptance 
 
A “poetical” game of baseball will be 
played this afternoon with two aggrega-
tions of ball tossers as contestants for 
honors and incidentally a collection of 
refreshments.  The following communica-
tions and poetical effusions are self-
explanatory: 
 
 
 
 

[The ball tossers were young men employed as clerks by the Gulf, Colorado and  
Santa Fe Railroad.  The poetry was composed in the above office building.   
The Hard Knockers (Sturges) worked on the 1st and 2nd floors. 
The Easy Marks (Elstner), which included JCM, toiled in the auditor’s office on the top floor.] 
 
Galveston, June 13 - To:  R.P. Elstner, Esq., Captain and Veterinary, Santa Fe Ball Team [Easy 
Marks] 
 

Dear Sir:  The Hard Knockers, composed of gentlemen (9) from the first and second floors, 
hereby challenge you and your worthy braves to meet said nine gentlemen on next Saturday 
afternoon, at corner of Twenty-fifth and Avenue N, or any other grounds which may be de-
cided upon, at the hour of 4:30 p.m. to try our skill and strength on the diamond.  Stake, 100 
shares of Green Goose oil stock. 

 
We have recently noted your many defeats and now propose to give you a chance to, at 
least, win one game before you die.  We can not say that we have won any games ourselves, 
but will on next Saturday win our first. 
 
Thanking you in advance for favorable consideration and an early reply, we remain. 

 
Galveston, June 14 - To:  Mr. W.M. Sturges, Captain Hard Knockers B.B.C., Galveston, Texas.  
 

Dear Sir:  I take pleasure in acknowledging receipt of your esteemed favor of the 14th instant, 
whereby we are challenged to appear on the diamond tomorrow afternoon, 4:30 p.m.  We re-
gret very much indeed that we will be unable to accept for tomorrow afternoon.  As we have 
already on hand two games, it would simply be impossible for us to play the third game, ac-
count of “old man Sol” retiring rather early. 
 
Do not think for a moment that we are afraid of you or your team.  We will be glad to accom-
modate you one week from tomorrow, or June 22.  Instead of playing for 100 shares of Green 
Goose oil stock we would suggest that we put up a prize that will be a little more interesting 
and acceptable to ourselves and friends; that is, two quarter kegs of home brew. 
 
In accepting your challenge, I would respectfully call your attention to the document attached.  
We [not legible] your reply. 
 
Yours truly, R.P. Elstner, Manager, Easy Marks H.B.C. 
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TO STURGES’ COMEDIANS 

 
This morning bright and early a daring challenge came 
To engage the top floor crackerjacks in the popular national game. 
The time suggested Saturday, the 15th day of June, 
Which is, esteemed friend Sturges, just seven days too soon. 
 

II 
 
The effrontery of the downstairs push we can not understand, 
Tho’ the line-up is a brave one, in fact a noble band. 
But Elstner’s bunch of “horse doctors” outclass them one and all, 
And one week from the date suggested will teach them to play ball. 
 

III 
 
In the “Western classification” most everything you’ll find, 
But the “niche” the rate clerks occupy we can not call to mind. 
They show their gambling instinct, for “Goose oil” wish to play, 
We suggest of beer a barrel or a quarter anyway. 
 

IV 
 
You may talk about your Kellys, your Ansons and them all, 
But the bunch of stars that live upstairs, on them have got the call. 
Our line-up is appended and you will agree I know, 
That your crowd of sturdy athletes will scarcely have a show. 
 

V 
 
First comes Elma Everhart, who of catchers is the King, 
While Southpaw Charlie Summers is just about the thing. 
Jim Mabry, the “old reliable,” on first will prance around, 
And Koehler on the second bag will cover lots of ground. 
 

VI 
 
Van Zandt, the “has been” twirler, with the arm composed of glass, 
Will gather shortstop grounders, that is, those that don’t get past. 
And Parrell, the Beau Brummell, will gracefully cover third, 
And on the square, Friend Sturges, of his equal I’ve never heard. 
 

VII 
 
The outfield to be selected, but we’ll let you know in time, 
But no stiffs will be among them, as to your cost you’ll find. 
One item yet, the umpire, whose selection is our right, 
“Filipino Alvey” in the artist who will lead you to the light. 
 

VIII 
 
Now let me hear from you again, most anxiously I’ll wait. 
And advise your crowd of wonders to prepare them for their fate. 
 

 

[Hard Knockers] 
 
 
[JCM & fellow clerks worked in 
the auditor’s office on the top 
floor] 
 
 
 
[I don’t know what the veteri-
nary and horse doctors refer-
ences are about.] 
 
 
 
 
[Green Goose Gusher Oil 
Company stock seems to have 
been offered as a booby prize 
around Galveston] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[twirler = pitcher 
glass arm = a sore or weak 
throwing arm] 
 
 
 
 
[Lieut. Richard W. Alvey had 
recently returned from serving 
in the Philippines.  This is the 
same Alvey of the putrid meat 
episode.] 
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Galveston, June 19 - To:  Colonel R.P. Elstner, Manager Easy Marks B.B.C. City 
 

Dear Sir:  I have your favor of the 14th instant, signifying your willingness to meet my “team of 
terror” on the afternoon of June 22, and it is needless for me to say that we will be there.  Un-
fortunately, I allowed my “wonders” to read the poetry (?) which accompanied your letter of 
acceptance and they are nearly all incapacitated thereby, which will necessitate several 
changes in the personnel of my staff.  I trust you will not set your heart too strongly on win-
ning this game, as it will be well for you to expect little, for 
 

“Blessed be he who expecteth little, 
For that is whateth he will get.” 

 
I attach a few lines to show that we are “versed” in other things beside baseball. 
 
Yours truly,  W.M. Sturges, Manager Hard Knockers 
 

TO COLONEL ELSTNER’S EASY MARKS 
 
We note the name you give to us, 
The “Sturges Comedians” 
But when we get through with you 
You’ll change it to “Tragedians.” 
 
The top floor “jacks” (excuse us, please, 
We meant to put the “cracker,”) 
Want one week more to practice in, 
Or lack, perhaps, a “backer.” 
 
The “niche” the rate team occupies, 
Of course you can not name it. 
To reach the level of your eyes 
Would undoubtedly shame it. 
 
You call yourselves the “bunch of stars,” 
Because you live upstairs. 
But stars, you know, quite often fall, 
So don’t you put on airs. 
 
We may appear to gamble, 
That much we’ll not deny. 
But Green goose oil stock is not bad 
If the well turns out not dry. 
 
But if the oil’s not wet enough, 
Why, play for beer, of course. 
In dealing with such tender stuff 
We’d not think of using force. 
 
King-Catcher Elma Everhart, 
and Charlie Summers, too. 
Jim Mabry prancing ‘round the first. 
Lord!  Wait till we get through. 
 
Your Koehler and your Van Zandt, 
You won’t know where they’re at. 
You’ll surely see their finish 
When our boys are at the bat. 

 
Then let your Umpire Alvey 
Come “tend us in the light.” 
You’ll be in utter darkness, 
So he suits us all right. 
 
So the 22d day of June, 
To give you a week of grace, 
We’ll play you if that’s not too soon 
At the stated time and place. 
 
Now make your peace with all on earth 
And don’t forget your prayers, 
For after that you’ll be “non est” 
You bunch of stars upstairs. 
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Galveston Daily News 
June 23, 1901 
 
 

Easy Marks Win 
 

Defeated Hard Knockers by a Score of 9 to 6 
 
Eight hundred people witnessed the ball game yesterday afternoon on Rosenberg Avenue [25th 
Street] and Avenue N between the two teams from the Santa Fe--the Easy Marks and the Hard 
Knockers.   
 
It was a game for blood, abounding in brilliant plays of sensational order.  Some of the members of 
the Hard Knockers failed to show up at the game; to be exact, there were five of the team, who re-
mained away.  Just why they remained away the members of Colonel Elstner’s aggregation fail to 
understand, unless they realized that they were hopelessly defeated before the first ball was thrown.   
 
The Easy Marks were not going to be disappointed.  They had indulged in too much practice work to 
be thrown down at the last minute.  It was arranged that five men from among the spectators be se-
lected to complete the team of the Hard Knockers, and when this was done play was called.  The 
game was a pretty one.  At the end of the sixth inning the score stood 6 to 6.  The Easy Marks, how-
ever, took the lead in the succeeding innings and when the game was at an end the score was 9 to 6 
in favor of the Easy Marks.   
 
The features of the game were the pitching of Kirkley of the Hard Knockers and the pitching of Van 
Zandt and Mabry of the Easy Marks. 
 
The Hard Knockers after the game got away from the crowd as soon as possible and made their way 
home by side avenues. 
 
The Easy Marks were in high spirits.  They will ever talk of their defeat of the Hard Knockers.  It is 
doubtful if the four members of the Hard Knockers who summoned up courage sufficient to go on the 
diamond will ever engage in a ball contest again.  The poet of the Easy Marks is nothing if not a 
prophet.  This is what he wrote when the challenge was directed to the Hard Knockers: 
 

Now let me hear from you again--most anxiously I’ll await 
And advise your crowd of wonders to prepare them for their fate. 

 
 




