
 

Nancy Ettensperger - June 2021  Wagner/Clark Ancestors - Page 1 
Ancestors and Others.net 

Joseph E. Wagner and Mary Almeda Clark 
and their children  

Minnie, Mary and Fannie Wagner 
 

Lisbon, New York to Peru, Vermont 
 
 

I am sure my grandmother, Ruth Waterman Pearce, granddaughter of Joseph E. Wag-
ner and Mary Almeda Clark, told me (in excruciating detail) about all her relatives, but the facts 
surely passed through my teenage brain--in one ear and out the other. 
 

Fortunately, my grandmother left behind her personally annotated copy of the Davies 
Memoir and this great photo of the Wagner sisters, Fannie and Mary.  The photo inspired me to 

troll through the internet, at-
tempting to illuminate the 
lives of this little branch of the 
Wagner family.  See descen-
dant tree on the next page. 

 
The Davies Memoir by Henry 
Eugene Davies, privately 
printed 1895, leaves off with 
the March 28, 1866 marriage 
of Mary Almeda Clark to Jo-
seph E. Wagner.  In the Da-
vies Memoir, Joseph’s name 
is printed “Wagenen.”  In her 
copy of this book, my grand-
mother, Ruth Waterman 
Pearce, edited the name to 
Wagner and penciled in the 
descendants of this marriage.   
 
The Davies Memoir is avail-
able at archive.org and hathi-
trust.org. 
 
This photo is undated and 
there is no clue to identify the 
photographer.  Fortunately 
my grandmother identified 
the sisters.  Mary is Ruth 
Waterman Pearce’s mother. 
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Descendants of Joseph E. Wagner and Mary Almeda Clark 
 

Their Children - Minnie, Mary and Fannie 
 
 
1 Joseph E. Wagner b: May 8, 1835 in Canada d: Jul 4, 1921 in Omaha, NE Age at death: 86 
Burial: Westlawn-Hillcrest Memorial Park, Omaha, NE 
 
.. +Mary Almeda Clark b: Dec 5, 1844 in Ogdensburg, NY m: Mar 28, 1866 in Lisbon, NY  
d: Feb 19, 1920 in Schenectady, NY Age at death: 75 Burial: Vale Cemetery, Schenectady, NY 
Sect L3 Lot 109A 
 
..... 2 Minnie Rodman Wagner b: Jan 18, 1867 in Lisbon, NY d: Jul 22, 1945 in Scotia, NY 
Age at death: 78 Burial: Vale Cemetery, Schenectady, NY Sect L3 Lot 109A 
 
..... 2 Mary Clark Wagner b: Mar 31, 1871 in Lisbon, NY d: Sep 3, 1956 in Dorset, VT 
Age at death: 85 Burial: Village Cemetery, Peru, VT 
 
......... +George Waterman b: Oct 10, 1873 in Albany, NY m: Sep 25, 1893 in Ogdensburg, NY 
Divorce: Abt. 1930 d: May 28, 1937 in Utica, NY Age at death: 63 Burial: Albany 
Rural Cemetery, Menands, NY Sec 51, Lot 10 
 
............ 3 Ruth Lois Waterman b: Feb 7, 1901 in Brooklyn, NY d: Apr 8, 1982 in Clearwater, 
FL Age at death: 81 
 
................ +John Irving Pearce, Jr. b: Jul 7, 1897 in Chicago, IL m: Sep 29, 1923 in New York 
City, NY d: Dec 2, 1976 in Clearwater, FL Age at death: 79 
 
..... 2 Fanchon (Fannie) Lenora Wagner b: Sep 1876 in Lisbon, NY d: May 2, 1923 in 
Schenectady, NY Age at death: 46 est. Burial: Vale Cemetery, Schenectady, NY Sect L3 
109A 
 
......... +Charles Harry Henricks b: Jun 28, 1874 in Henry, OH m: Nov 10, 1898 in Toledo, OH 
Divorce: Jun 28, 1904 in Lancaster, OH d: 1956 in OH Age at death: 82 est. 
 
............ 3 Georgia Mary Henricks b: Nov 17, 1899 in Toledo, Ohio d: Sep 22, 1974 in 
Pennsville, NJ Age at death: 74 Burial: Vale Cemetery, Schenectady, NY Sect L3 
109A 
 
................ +Lawrence K. Chrisman b: Oct 11, 1901 in NY m: Mar 11, 1924 in Schenectady, 
NY d: Aug 28, 1966 in Pennsville, NJ Age at death: 64 Burial: Vale Cemetery, 
Schenectady, NY 
 
..... *2nd Husband of Fanchon (Fannie) Lenora Wagner: 
......... +Chester S. Dick b: Dec 15, 1884 in Knoxboro, NY m: Jan 27, 1913 in Schenectady, 
NY d: Sep 15, 1967 in Knoxboro, NY Age at death: 82 
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Joseph E. Wagner - 1835-1921 
 
 Joseph E. Wagner, son of Jacob Wagner (1807-1886) and Mary Ann LaTrace (1813-
1899), was born in Cornwall, Ontario, Canada.  The family moved across the border just after 
Joseph was born and settled in the town of Lisbon, NY.  This Wagner family apparently de-
scends from Jacob Waggoner who arrived in America from Germany in 1758.  The name 
changed over the years to Wagoner then Wagner.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rob Leicester Wagner posted this circa 1885 photo at ancestry.com.  Joseph E. Wagner 
is sitting, third from left, and his mother and father are at either end.  One woman in the back 
row is not identified.  From census records, I have a count of 11 children of Jacob Wagner and 
Mary Ann LaTrace.  Children’s names missing from the photo caption are Juliette Wagner 
Sanger who lived in Minnesota and Lenora Wagner, who was last seen in Lisbon in the 1860 
census and had probably died. 

 
An April 1866 issue of the Ogdensburg Journal announces the marriage of Joseph E. 

Wagner and Mary Almeda Clark 
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 The 1870 census finds Joseph Wagner, wife Mary and little Minnie in Lisbon, St. Law-
rence County, New York.  The 1870 agricultural census details the 120 acre Wagner farm.  Jo-
seph was probably leasing this farm and, going by neighbors listed in the 1870 census, the 
property was located just northeast of the village of Red Mills. 
 

Produce:  45 lbs wool, 3 bushels peas & beans, 250 bushels potatoes, 25 dollars of orchard 
     produce, 1,600 pounds butter, 50 tons hay, 75 pounds maple sugar 
Livestock:  2 hoses, 15 cows, 5 other cattle, 9 sheep, 4 swine. 
Bushels:  44 spring wheat, 50 Indian corn, 200 oats, 125 barley, 50 buckwheat. 

 
 Mary’s parents died by 1877.  In January of 1878, Mary’s brothers, Charles D. Clark, 
George F. Clark, Jr. and David Clark, deeded their father’s 188 acre farm to Mary. 
 

Joseph, wife Mary and children Minnie, May, and Fannie were now situated just west of 
the Red Mills.  At this farm, the 1880 agricultural census shows much the same production as 
1870 except Joseph had increased milch cows to 22 and added chickens for egg production. 

 
 Red Mills is situated on the St. Lawrence River, along the Galloup Rapids.  The area 
was formerly known as Galloupville and, for a time, Rensselaerburg.  In the 1870s, the village of 
Red Mills had a general store, post office, blacksmith shop, butter factory, Axtell House hotel, 
school, St. Luke’s Episcopal church and a Methodist church, doctors, lawyers, mechanics and 
laborers.  In 1874, a few local men leased land along the St. Lawrence River, about a mile down 
river from Red Mills, and built saw and grist mills to replace the Van Rensselaer mill which 
burned in 1867.  A few years later these too burned down.  With no operating mills, the village 
area dwindled in size. 

Clark farm - deeded to Mary Almeda Clark Wagner  1865 Beers Map - David Rumsey Map 
in 1878        Collection, Harvard Library 
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Above - Lisbon news from the 3-22-1876 Ogdensburg 
Daily Journal - 10th wedding anniversary.  Charley Clark 
is Mary Almeda Wagner’s brother. 
 
Right - February 1881, Joseph and Mary celebrate their 
15th wedding anniversary, dancing ‘til midnight!  
 
Below - 1877 Lisbon Sugar Festival hosted by 
the Wagners. 
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Joseph and Mary hosted the 50th wedding anniver-
sary party for Joseph’s parents Jacob and Mary Ann Wag-
ner. 

 
 
                        Lisbon 
 
Feb. 27, 1880.  A social gathering of the family, friends 

and neighbors of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Wagner took place at the 
residence of their son, Joseph Wagner, with whom they reside, 
to celebrate this fiftieth anniversary of their happy wedded life.  
There were present on this occasion eight children and ten 
grand-children, two of the family only being absent, one in Bos-
ton the other in Minnesota.  Mr. Wagner has raised a large and 
respectable family who honor themselves by remembering their 
aged father and mother in this kindly manner.  Many rich and 
costly presents were made by the children and neighbors, 
among which were two beautiful easy chairs, gold coins, silver-
ware and numerous other articles.  This company, numbering 
about ninety sat down to a most sumptuous supper.  The guests 
were entertained portions of the evening with some really fine 
music and songs, while the older ones related some of the early 
reminiscences of Lisbon.  Mr. Wagner who by the way is a rare 
joker, told of some of the peculiar adventures of Capt. Lytle, 
George C. Conant, Dr. Campfield and others who, in the early 
history of our town, were full of good humor and men of note. 

 
The richest part of the evening’s entertainment was the 

seating of Mr. and Mrs. Wagner in their easy chairs and a timely 
and appropriate address was made by Deacon W. H. Reynolds, 
responded to by Mr. Wagner in his waggish way, of the beauty 
and happiness of wedded life which brought the company down 
with roars of laughter, after which David Simmons Esq. made 
some pertinent remarks about the better land to which the aged 
soon will gather, which reminded us of the sentiment expressed 
by Robert Burns in his song of John Anderson my Jo John: 

 
Now we maun totter down John 
But hand in hand we’ll go 
And sleep together at the foot, 
John Anderson my Jo. 
 
The gathering together of so many kind friends on such 

an occasion must indeed be very gratifying to Mr. and Mrs. 
Wagner and they manifested their appreciation of the valuable 
presents given them but more enduring and with deeper feelings 
they will cherish the memory in coming years of such warm 
hearted friendship as was manifested by friends and neighbors 
on this long to be remembered occasion. 

A.O.N. 
 

St. Lawrence Herald 3-6-1880 
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 In March of 1883, Mary and Joseph sold the farm in Red Mills to neighbor Henry E. Ax-
tell and the family moved into Ogdensburg, living on Ford Street, then Knox Street.   
 

By 1887 Joseph was working as the Oswegatchie Town Highway Commissioner. 
 
 
 
 
 

Ogdensburg Daily Journal 6-
33-1889 

 
In his capacity as highway commissioner, Joseph 
was party to an action which has made it into 
New York State Case Law:  James C. Birge vs. 
Berlin Iron Bridge Co. and Joseph E. Wagner. 
 
To make a very long story shorter, as highway 
commissioner for the town of Oswegatchie, and 
authorized by the town to do so (or not authorized 
depending on the source), Wagner entered into a 
contract with the Berlin Bridge Company to build 
a new bridge across the Eel Weir Rapids of the 
Oswegatchie River for $9,200. 
 
A separate bridge commission contracted with 
the King Iron Bridge & Mfg Co. for a bridge at a 
price of $5,600.   
 
James C. Birge, as a tax payer of the town of 
Oswagatchie, brought a motion against Wagner 
and the Berlin Iron Bridge company restraining 
them from building the $9,200 bridge, trying to 
prevent waste of tax funds.   
 
The lawsuit went through a number of appeals.  It 
was determined the bridge committee had the 
right to building the bridge and the King Iron 
Bridge Company went ahead with construction of 
the bridge in 1892. 
 
The undoubtedly short-lived Eel Weir political 
party was a by-product of this event. 
 
 
 
 
Ogdensburg Advance and Democrat 2-5-1891 
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 Probably voted out of office or disillusioned by the politics of the road commissioner’s 
job, Joseph went to work for Thomas Erwin who operated Farmers Sheds on State Street in 
Ogdensburg.  Back then, farmers sheds were the parking garages of today--a place to park your 
horse and wagon when you came into town.  Erwin’s establishment consisted of two long rows 
of horse stalls and a large barn in the back.  Joseph’s occupation in the 1900 census is hostler.   
 
 In 1893, the daughter Mary married George Waterman.  By 1898, Mary Almeda Wagner 
and daughters Fannie and Minnie decamped to Toledo, Ohio.  Joseph Wagner boarded with the 
David McFadden family on Washington Street in Ogdensburg. 
 
 Starting in 1901, Joseph lived with his daughter Mary and her husband George Water-
man in Albany, New York.  The Watermans owned a hardware store on South Pearl Street 
where Joseph was a salesman.   
 

During the first decade of 1900, the Lisbon gossip columnist noted Joseph was often in 
town visiting friends and relatives, particularly his sister Hattie. 
 

 The hardware store in Albany faltered in the panic of 
1910/1911 and went into bankruptcy.  George Waterman 
took a job in Omaha, Nebraska and Joseph moved west with 
his daughter Mary, son-in-law George and granddaughter 
Ruth Waterman. 
 
 Joseph Wagner died in Omaha in 1921.  FindAGrave 
photo of his gravestone at Westlawn-Hillcrest Memorial Park 
in Omaha, Nebraska.   
 
 
 

 
 In 1922, Samuel S. Rogers of Lisbon died and his estate, through a few wills and codi-
cils, left money to Joseph. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ogdensburg-Republican Journal 11-1-1922 
 
 The will documents variously granted Joseph Wagner and his children $3,000; $100 to 
each of Joseph Wagner’s children; 5 shares of preferred stock of the Edwardsburg Starch 
Company of Canada.  In 1926, after it was all sorted out, Joseph’s living heirs inherited: 
 

Georgia Chrisman $546 (child of deceased daughter Fannie) 
Minnie Wagner $546 
May Waterman $546 
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Mary Almeda Clark Wagner - 1844-1920 
 

Mary Almeda Clark is the daughter of Mary Foote Davies 
(1822-1876) and George Francis Clark (1819-1877).   
 
The Davies family came from Connecticut around 1800 
and carved out a homestead from a 600 acre tract of land 
on Black Lake, about ten miles southwest of Ogdensburg.  
George F. Clark was born in New Hampshire and some-
how ended up in St. Lawrence County.  Mary and George 
married July 7, 1842 and reportedly moved to New York 
City where George was active in business and politics (so 
says the Davies Memoir).  In time, the Clark family re-
turned to St. Lawrence County.  In 1866 their daughter 
Mary Almeda Clark married Joseph E. Wagner in Lisbon. 
 
The farm Mary Almeda Clark and Joseph Wagner lived 
on in Lisbon originally belong to Henry Van Rensselaer, 
inherited through his patrimonial estate.  The Clarks and 
Wagners passed along title to their little piece of Van 
Rensselaer land through the distaff side of the families 
involved.  It is a curious route. 
 
 
 
 
 

Schenectady Gazette 2-21-1920 
Richard Dick should read Chester Dick 

 
• In 1861 Van Rensselaer transferred title of his 388 acre “Lisbon Farm” to his lawyer William Man, 

subject to a lease to Henry E. Axtell which will expire 4/1/1862. 

• In March 1862 Man and Van Rensselaer’s wife Elizabeth pass title to Mary Foote Clark ($1, plus 
back taxes, plus assumption of a $10,000 mortgage held by New York Life Insurance Co. which 
had covered other property of Van Rensselaer but will now be linked with this tract). 

• In 1865/1866, George F. Clark tries to sell the farm. 

• June 1867 Mary F. Clark contracts with Jacob H. Rosegrant to sell 200 A of the farm for $6,000 
($1,000 down, $5,000 due in 4 years payable to David C. Judson in Ogdensburg.  Rosegrant will 
sell this parcel to Stephen Mackley in 1875 for $11,00).  

• December 1867 Mary F. Clark (and her husband) sell 188 A to Mary F. Clark’s rich uncle Thomas 
A. Davies for $5,000; Davies in turn grants a life estate in the property to Mary F. and George F. 
Clark for $1 per year. 

• December 1875 the Clarks sell off a small lot by the St. Lawrence River to Thomas S. Atkins 
($50, Atkins builds a butter factory on this lot). 

• Mary Foot Davies Clark died in 1876.  George F. Clark died in 1877.  In 1878 Maria Davies (wife 
of Thomas A.) quit-claims the property to Mary Almeda Wagner and her three brothers.  The 
Clark brothers in turn deed the 188 A to Mary Almeda Wagner for $7,500. 

• Joseph and Mary Wagner live on the farm until Mary sells the 188 acre farm in 1883 to Henry E. 
Axtell for $13,000 plus Axtell to assume a lien of $4,500 held by the Mutual Life Insurance Co.   
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 As reported by the October 28, 1899 Ogdensburg Daily Journal, Mary Almeda Wagner 
received a windfall from her generous uncle General Thomas A. Davies (read about him at 
Wikipedia or Davies Memoir).  Davies died without issue and with a pile of money from his New 
York City real estate investments.  Mary Almeda Clark Wagner, grand nice, Toledo, Ohio, inher-
ited $16,600.  Her brother Charles D. Clark of Lisbon, NY inherited the same amount. 
 
 Around 1900, the Wagner family seems to have divided into two camps.  Joseph E. 
Wagner lived with his daughter Mary and her husband George Waterman in Albany and then in 
Omaha, Nebraska.  Mary Wagner and her daughters Minnie and Fannie trooped out to Toledo, 
Ohio and then back to Schenectady, New York.  
 

My grandmother penciled into the Davies Memoir the notation that Fannie Wagner mar-
ried Harry Henricks in Toledo, Ohio.  The 1900 Ohio census does indeed show Mary Wagner, 
mother-in-law, residing with Henry and Fannie Henricks and their daughter Georgia.  Minnie 
Wagner is living with the family as well. 
 

The Henricks marriage ended and Mary Wagner, with daughters and granddaughter in 
tow, moved to Schenectady by 1906 where she apparently ran a boarding house at 242 Union 
Street and 8 Bedford Street.  Deeds are not readily available, so I don’t know if Mary bought and 
sold property in Schenectady. 
 

Fannie remarried in 1913 to Chester Dick and the extended family took up housekeeping 
at 154 McClellan Street.  It was here Mary Almeda Clark Wagner died in 1920. 
 

It is curious to note that city directories for Mary Wagner list her as widow of Joseph E. 
(in both Toledo and Schenectady).  We know Joseph was alive, so this was either wishful think-
ing on the “widow’s” part or a conventional way at the time of listing married women without a 
husband on the premises. 
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The Children of Joseph E. Wagner and Mary Almeda Clark 
Minnie, Mary and Fannie 

 
 
Minnie Rodman Wagner 1867-1945 
 

Minnie, the first born, moved with her mother and sister 
Fannie to Toledo and then back east to Schenectady.  
Around 1920, when Minnie was 53, she found employment 
out of the home as a housekeeper for Lillian Helling at 41 
Elm Street in Schenectady.   
 
By the 1930 census, Minnie moved to Scotia, worked as a 
maid for a private family, and lived with Herbert and Bertha 
Hunt at 203 Reynolds Street.  Minnie apparently moved to 
Scotia after the deaths of her mother and sister Fannie.  I 
don’t know if there is a family relation between Minnie and 
the Hunts. 
 
Minnie lived with the Hunts until her death in 1945. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Mary Clark Wagner 1871-1956 
 

In her pre-marriage days, Mary was called May.  For Christmas 1883, Mary’s mother 
gave her an autograph album which I have.  Her teacher, Mary A. Delaney at School Number 
One in Ogdensburg, her sisters Fannie and Minnie, cousin Frank Wagner, Aunt Hattie Wagner, 
and many classmates signed the album. 
 
 After the Wagner family left the farm in Lisbon, Mary is listed in the 1890 Ogdensburg 
Directory as a school teacher, living with her family 
on Ford Street.  I expect Mary started teaching after 
her graduation from the Ogdensburg Academy in 
1890 until her marriage in 1894.  A newspaper clip-
ping reports she taught school in the settlement of 
Morristown. 
 
At right is a list of school teachers in Ogdensburg in 
1894.  
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Somehow Mary met George Waterman, born 1873 in Albany, son of Silas Cummings 
Waterman (1846-1895) and Lois Hardy (1847-1879).  Mary and George married in 1894 in Og-
densburg.  In 1900 the couple lived in Brooklyn, NY, boarding with the Edward Brinker family.  
Brinker had worked for Tower and Lyon and recently opened his own hardware store under the 
name Neal & Brinker. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Ogdensburg Daily Journal 9-26-1894 
 

 
 
 

George Waterman was first employed as the 
eastern traveling representative for Tower 
and Lyon, tool manufacturer.  Products sold 
include plumb bobs, pliers, oil cans, unusual 
wrenches, police equipment (shackles, clubs, 
dark lanterns, badges, whistles, handcuffs), 
planes, vises, padlocks, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 The October 31, 1901 Troy Daily Times reported George Waterman’s next venture--his 
own hardware store in Albany.  The mother-in-law in Toledo got on board and father-in-law Jo-
seph was a salesman in the store.  Perhaps Mary Almeda Wagner used some of her inheritance 
from her uncle General Davies to help fund this venture. 
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 After 10 years, the hardware store business, victim to a series of depressions, reces-
sions and panics in the early 1900s, went into bankruptcy.  So, on to the next venture. 
 
 The family, George, Mary and Joseph Wagner and my grandmother Ruth Lois Water-
man (born 1901), moved to Omaha, Nebraska, where George had been engaged as a hard-
ware buyer for Paxton and Gallagher. 
 

Omaha became a wholesale center in the late nineteenth century, as jobbers (middlemen or re-
sellers) used the city's railroad network to sell locally- and nationally-produced products through-
out the western United States. 
 
Benjamin Gallagher went into partnership with his friend, Omaha capitalist William A. Paxton in 
1879. By the turn of the century, wholesaler Paxton and Gallagher was renowned throughout the 
West for its line of staple and fancy groceries. In its four-story building in Omaha, Paxton and Gal-
lagher manufactured baking powder and extracts, ground spices, packaged teas from their own 
Japanese warehouses, and blended and roasted coffees from around the world. 

 
 While famous for its grocery line, Paxton and Gallagher also sold a full range of hard-
ware including all kinds of stoves and stove accessories, guns and sporting goods, furniture and 
woodenware. 
 

Ever the school teacher, Mary joined the Omaha Women’s 
Club.  
 
Just after Joseph E. Wagner died in 1921, the Watermans 
drove back east.  My grandmother remembered this trip 
well--she was 20 years old, drove the car and dressed in 
pants for the trip! 
 
George and Mary returned west, this time to Kansas City, 
Kansas where George worked as sales manager for Mil-
waukee Corrugating Company.  They lived across the river 
in Kansas City, Missouri.   

4-25-1915 Omaha Bee 
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Lisbon news from 7-20-1926 Ogdensburg 
newspaper.  Pedal to the metal! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 One of these marathon road trips probably took its toll on the marriage.  The 1930 New 
York City census shows the dissolution of the marriage of Mary and George.   
 

• George Waterman is living in the Bronx, NY, age 56, “widow,” salesman for steel prod-
ucts.   

 
• Mary C. Waterman is living at West 139th St., NY, age 50, lodger, divorced, solicitor in 

advertising.  New York City directories list her occupations as working for the NY Herald 
Tribune then private secretary at the World Telegraph.  In 1940, Mary’s occupation is in-
vestigator, newspaper.   

 
Albany Evening News 6-1-1937 

George married Harriet C. (nee Herrfeldt) Meyer in 
Manhattan in June of 1933.   

 
George died in 1937 and is buried in the Albany Rural 
Cemetery in Menands, New York, in his father’s lot. 

 
Mary lived until 1956, the last of the three sisters to 
die.  For the last ten years of her life, Mary lived with 
her daughter Ruth in New York City and Peru, Ver-
mont.  She is buried in the Village Cemetery in Peru. 
 

 
Eliston should read Lisbon 
Ogdensburg Journal 9-5-1956 
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Fannie (Fanchon) Lenore Wagner - 1875-1923 
 

As noted previously, my grandmother pen-
ciled into the Davies Memoir the notation that 
Fannie Wagner married Harry Henricks in 
Toledo, Ohio.  This fellow is Charles Harry 
Henricks, born June 28, 1874 in Henry, Ohio, 
son of Samuel Henricks and Delia Ann Hoyt. 
 
How Fannie met Harry is unknown.  The 
Wagner sisters had some interest in Toledo 
as evidenced by this newspaper report in the 
July 20, 1893 Ogdensburg Daily Journal: 
Misses May and Fanny Wagner left today for 
Toledo, Ohio.   
 
 
 

Schenectady Gazette 5-3-1923 
 

In 1893, May (Mary) was 22 and Fannie 17.  What drew these two young ladies to 
Toledo?  Visiting relatives or friends?  Did Fannie meet Harry in Toledo? 

 
Newspapers tell us Fannie spent the summer of 1895 in Albany with her newly married 

sister Mary Waterman. 
 
In any event, Fannie married Harry Henricks on November 10, 1898 in Toledo.  Fannie, 

Harry and little Georgia (born August 17, 1899) are found in the 1900 Toledo, Ohio census.  The 
household included mother Mary Almeda Wagner and sister Minnie Wagner.  Charles is listed 
as a civil engineer. 

 
Fannie and Harry divorced in 1904 and Fannie moved back east to Schenectady with 

her child Georgia, mother and sister.  Fannie worked as a stenographer, her sister Minnie 
probably kept house and looked after Georgia, and mother Mary Almeda ran a boarding house 
for a few years where they all lived.  (Charles Harry Henricks married Susie Amelia Heller in 
Elkhart, Indiana October 17, 1906.) 
 

Fannie, who apparently started using her birth name, Fanchon, married Chester S. Dick 
in 1913 and the extended family took up residence at 154 McClellan Street.  Fannie continued 
to work as a stenographer at the General Electric Company and Chester was a draftsman at the 
American Locomotive Company. 

 
Fannie died in 1923.  After Georgia married in 1924, Chester Dick was appointed post-

master at Knoxboro, NY.  Chester eventually remarried.  Minnie moved to Scotia. 
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The Cousins 
Georgia Mary Henricks and Ruth Lois Waterman 

 
Of the sisters Minnie, Mary and Fannie Wagner, only Mary and Fannie married and each 

had one child--Georgia Mary Henricks and Ruth Lois Waterman, my grandmother.  It is likely 
the cousins remained life-long friends. 

 
 
Georgia Mary Henricks 1899-1974 
 

Georgia was born November 17, 1899 in Toledo, Ohio, the 
daughter of Fannie Wagner and Harry Henricks.  When she was five 
years old her parents divorced.  Along with her mother Fannie, grand-
mother Mary Almeda Wagner and aunt Minnie Wagner, she lived in 
Schenectady.  Her mother remarried in 1913.  Georgia graduated from 
Schenectady High School in 1917.  
 
 In September 1923, Georgia was a witness to the marriage of 
her cousin Ruth Waterman and John I. Pearce in New York City.  Law-
rence Chrisman also signed as witness. 
 

Georgia’s mother died in 1923.  Georgia married Lawrence K. 
Chrisman on March 8, 1924 in Schenectady.  Their marriage was wit-
nessed by Chester S. Dick and Bertha Chrisman (mother of Law-
rence).   

 
The couple lived in Bridgeport, CT where Lawrence first man-

aged the WICC radio station then became manager at Pleasure Beach 
Park, an amusement park in Bridgeport. 

 
By 1940, the couple and 

their daughter Barbara (born 1932) 
moved to Pennsville, NJ.  Lawrence 
was a co-owner and manager of the 
Riverview Beach Amusement Park, 
hugely popular in its time. 
 
 

Schenectady Gazette 
9-23-1974 
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Ruth Lois Waterman - 1901-1982 
 
Ruth was born February 7, 1901, daughter of Mary Clark Wagner and George Water-

man.  Ruth was born in Brooklyn seven years after her parent’s marriage.   
 
Shortly after her birth, Ruth’s parents moved to Albany (George Waterman’s home town) 

where her father started the Waterman Hardware store.   
 
 

Home was 46 Dove Street in Albany.  This building from 
Google street scenes may be the same. 

 
Ruth was in her early teens when the Watermans and 
grandpa Joseph Wagner moved to Omaha, Nebraska, 
where the family lived at 204 South 37th Street.   
 
After grandpa Joseph E. Wagner died in 1921, the Water-
mans drove back east.  Ruth had in hand a diploma from the 
University of Omaha for completion of a preparatory course.  
The highlight of the road trip was Ruth daringly dressed in 
pants and lending a hand driving the car. 

 
Ruth remained in the east when her parents returned west to 
Kansas City.  The next document in the paper trail is the 
wedding book of Ruth’s marriage to John Irving Pearce on 

July 29, 1923 in New York City.  Ruth’s cousin Georgia Mary Henricks and Georgia’s future 
husband Lawrence K. Chrisman were among the witnesses to the marriage. 

 
John Irving Pearce, Jr. (known as Jip) was born in Chicago, Illinois in 1897, son of John 

Irving Pearce (1867-1907) and Francis Emma Adams (1871-1949).  Pearce, Sr. first worked 
with his uncle J. Irving Pearce in the management of the Sherman House hotel in Chicago and 
then was a travelling salesman for a wholesale drug firm.  Pearce, Sr. died age 38 in 1907 from 
typhoid, leaving his widow and seven year old son, my grandfather.  

 
John I. Pearce, Jr. and his mother eventually moved to New York City.  Jip first worked 

for the Omega Watch Co. at 21 Maiden Lane.  By 1920, Jip started a career with the William H. 
Muller Co. and its subsidiary Iron & Ore Corporation of America.  He started off as a clerk and 
retired as secretary and traffic manager as well as a director of the company. 
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Ruth and Jip’s daughter, Margaret Jane Pearce (my mother), was born June 27, 1924 in 
Weehawken, NJ.  The Waterman grandparents sent a congratulatory telegram from Kansas 
City.  Cousin Georgia sent a christening present.  WH Muller & Co. sent flowers. 
 

As a young man, Jip and his friends had vacationed in Peru, Vermont.  In 1923 Jip and 
his mother Frances Adams Pearce purchased 16 acres in Peru and had a house built. 

 
As soon as Jane was old enough to travel (seven weeks), the family made the first of a 

quarter-century of trips from New York City to Vermont.  In August of 1924, the Pearce family 
travelled from New York City to 
Peru via ferry, taxi, Hudson River 
night boat to Albany or 
Schenectady, train to Manches-
ter, Vt., Rowley’s “taxi service” 
from Manchester 12 miles up the 
mountain to Peru on a road 
barely wide enough for two cars 
to pass.  Thus began family’s 
long love affair with Vermont.  
The story of life in Peru is for an-
other day. 

 
 

Photo of Pearce home in Peru, Ver-
mont - back of house and view of 
Stratton Mountain. 

 
 
The family would divide their time between their apartment in the Bronx and their house 

in Peru until the middle 1950s when Jip retired and they took up full-time residence in Peru. 
 
Home in the city was the Thomas Garden Apartments at 840 Grand Concourse in the 

Bronx (below).  The center courtyard was landscaped with a Japanese garden.  A pool, located 
under the bridge, contained goldfish, which wintered in a tank in the basement of the section 
where my grandparents lived.  Another intriguing aspect of the apartments was a dumbwaiter 
which delivered groceries to an opening in the kitchen. 

 
 
Ruth and Jip eventually sold the 
house in Peru and moved to Flor-
ida in 1967.  Both died in Clearwa-
ter, Florida. 

 
 
 
 


