Inclined Plane Tavern
at the Head of the Inclined Plane
Blockley, Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania

George Hansell, Jr., Proprietor
George Hansell, Sr. (1759-1819) established the Rising Sun Tavern in 1795 right
next to the newly-constructed Philadelphia & Lancaster Turnpike, an engineering marvel of
its time which greatly enhanced transportation across Pennsylvania.
George Hansell, Jr. (c1792-1837), having learned a thing or two from his father, established the Inclined Plane Tavern about 1830 right next to the newly-constructed Philadelphia & Columbia Railway, one of the first railroads built in the United States.

Inclined Plane Tavern
George Hansell, Jr.

Rising Sun Tavern
George Hansell, Sr.

1849 Blockley Township, Rea and Miller

Nancy Ettensperger - July 2017

Inclined Plane Tavern - Page 1

15 Acres with Views and Famous Neighbors
On February 14, 1827, Jacob Johnson (or Johnston) of Blockley sold 15¼ acres to
George Hansell, farmer, of Blockley. The sale price was $2,127. (Deed GWR 14/436)
The parcel George, Jr. purchased was situated on land now owned by West Fairmount Park in West Philadelphia. The parcel is at the top of the Belmont Plateau, a height
of land that rises up from the Schuylkill River and affords an easterly view of Philadelphia.
Deeds for the parcel start with the original patent lot of 400 acres plus an island purchased in 1680 by John Bowles and John Skutton/Skute when the area was known by its
Swedish name Nitapkung. It seems that a Skute daughter married a Johnson and likely
George purchased his land from a descendant of this couple.
Country houses of wealthy and well-known Philadelphians were dotted here and
there on the plateau, the most prominent being the Belmont Mansion owned by the Peters
family, Judge William Peters (1702-1786) and his son Judge Richard Peters (1743-1828).
The Peters had entertained all the important people of the time, and the mansion, which
stands today, was located about 300 yards southeasterly of George Hansell’s 15 acres. I
imagine that if the Peters had a view so did George, and what a view it was!

“View from Peters Farm” Engraver John Serz, Painter Paul Weber, 1850

Why did George purchase this property? In 1827 George was married/widowed/or
remarried and had seven children/several step-children. In the deed he is identified as a
farmer living in Blockley. Exactly where he was living, I don’t know. A friend, Isaac W. Roberts (1789-1859), current proprietor of the Pencoyd Farm, the Roberts family estate in Lower
Merion, purchased three adjoining acres. George’s cousin Peter Hansell (1788-1872),
blacksmith, owned a nearby parcel. Maybe the land was an investment; maybe George
wanted to build a home for his expanded family; maybe he wanted to farm the land. But it
turns out that something very interesting happened and George was ideally suited to take
advantage of a good opportunity.

Nancy Ettensperger - July 2017

Inclined Plane Tavern - Page 2

Location, Location, Location and a Canal that Turned into a Railroad

Pennsylvania Main Line Canal from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh

George Hansell, Jr.’s father turned a profit by establishing a tavern right next to the
Philadelphia & Lancaster Turnpike when it opened in 1795. This hard-surfaced road, which
easily accommodated Conestoga wagons, was a huge improvement for the transportation of
goods through Pennsylvania. But the growth of commerce always demands more. It took
20 days for a Conestoga wagon to make the trip from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh.
The Pennsylvania Legislature set up a Canal Commission to facilitate building a canal system, the next innovation in transportation, from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh (which
would reduce the trip to five days). The first leg of the route would be the 82 miles between
Philadelphia and Columbia located on the Susquehanna River.
Major John A. Wilson (1789-1833) and his survey crew (three chainmen, a surveyor,
a leveler, a rodman and a pair of axmen to clear lines for the survey), headed out in June
1827 to find a canal route. The party started at Valley Forge, 19 miles above Philadelphia,
and headed west. It was soon clear to Wilson that the terrain and absence of a water
source precluded construction of a canal. Back to the drawing board. With an eye toward
laying out a line for a railroad track, in late summer the survey party revisited the eastern
end of the proposed route where it would head west from Philadelphia.
On December 1, 1828, Wilson submitted his final report for the location of a track
which would become the Philadelphia & Columbia Railroad. The report is quite detailed.
Wilson identifies, by property owner names, all the homes, taverns, barns, fields, gardens,
orchards, ravines, and roads by which, or through which, the railroad would pass.
On the Belmont Plateau, Wilson describes the line (moving west to east) passing
near Hoffman’s house, by the lane leading to Mr. George’s house and through his fields,
“…thence it proceeds to the position E on the general plan, north of the residence of the late
Judge Peters; thence descending by an inclined plane of about 180 feet, crosses at a favourable place the Schuylkill river, and enters the bed of the old Union canal.” Note that
George Hansell is not mentioned though Position E would be on or near Hansell’s property.
George purchased his property on February 4, 1827. Unless there were wildly
speculative rumors circulating, I can’t imagine on that date he would have had an inkling that
a railroad track was going to be built on his property. That leaves us to imagine a scene at
some point between 1827 and 1830: George is visiting his new property, wondering what to
do with it, and over the rise comes a representative of the new Philadelphia & Columbia
Railroad. “Hello, Mr. Hansell, a railroad is coming through your property. The depot com-
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plex will be located on your property and the workings for the inclined plane to lower the
cars to the Schuylkill will be on your neighbor Jacob Johnson’s property.”
Like his father, George seized the moment!
George Hansell’s Inclined Plane Tavern would be located about 100 yards from the
top of the Belmont Inclined Plane and the depot. “Hansel” is marked on this 1835 railroad
map illustrating the location of the Philadelphia & Columbia Railroad as laid out by Major
John Wilson in 1829. “Belmont” is Judge Peters’ property.

Plan of the West Philadelphia Railroad by H.R. Campbell, 1835

I like the above map because Hansell’s name is on it. The below 1851 map more
accurately reflects the location of Monument Road and Peters Road/Lane.

Monument Road
(49th Street)

Peters Road/Lane

Schuylkill River

Map Of The Philadelphia and Columbia Railway
with Proposed Improvements by E.F. Gay, 1851
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The Belmont Inclined Plane of the Philadelphia & Columbia Railroad

“View From the Inclined Plane, Near Philadelphia”
Lithograph by John Caspar Wild, Views of Philadelphia, and its Vicinity, 1838

The Belmont Inclined Plane moved railroad cars between the Schuylkill River valley
and the Belmont Plateau. The plane was 2,805 feet long (1/2 mile) and rose up 187 feet
from the river.
Artist David J. Kennedy provided an eyewitness account of the plane in operation.
In the spring of 1836 I took the cars at N.E. Cor. of Broad and Vine streets passing out by
Fairmount as now to the Columbia Bridge which is 1045 feet long, 41 feet wide, and 30 feet
above water level, over it and up the Inclined Plane which was 2,805 feet long, two tracks
with an endless rope three inches in diameter connected by machinery driven by a stationary
engine located at the top of the plane on the north side, as one train of cars was taken up another passed down, and always behind the last car up and first car down there was a small
safety truck on two wheels which if any of the cars break loose the last car up or first one
down runs on to the truck and brakes the whole train.

After being moved on the plane, the cars would be attached to horses or mules in the
early days and, later on, to locomotives.
At the top of the plane, beyond the building that housed the 60-hp stationary engine,
was the railroad depot complex that included a locomotive engine house and workshop, a
blacksmith shop, carpenter shop, coal shed, brick dwellings, and other outbuildings.
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George Escol Sellers remembers the crowds that gathered to watch the construction
of the plane and the railroad track.
This work [rails being laid] and that on the wooden truss bridge across the Schuylkill, the inclined plane with the engine house and machinery at the head of the plane, were all sources
of great interest and attraction to the Philadelphians and the people of the surrounding country.
On one occasion, in company with Mr. Trautwine and his associate Elwood Morris, we
crossed the Schuylkill and walked to the head of the inclined plane, there we found a large
collection of citizens who had come in carriages, on foot, and in skiffs by way of the Schuylkill, all greatly interested in work so new to them. Major Wilson, then chief engineer, stood in
the center of quite a crowd: He seemed to be a good deal annoyed by the questions he was
plied with: many of them no doubt of a character to annoy, but the high standing and character of the questioners were such that civil answers must be given.

Sellers goes on with a long story of a verbal set-to between the Major and a skeptical
Quaker farmer, who, among other observations, described the railroad track as having many
curves, ups and downs and “circumbendibuses.”
At the start, every citizen of Pennsylvania was entitled to use the state-owned Philadelphia & Columbia Railroad. All you had to do was hook up your horse or mule to a car
that would run on the rails, pay a toll and off you went (which resulted in a certain amount of
chaos).
The inclined plane had a number of limitations. At the top of the list was the danger
to life and property when the rope broke. It was suggested that if your life insurance was not
up to date it would be wise to walk the half mile up and down the plane. The ropes iced up
in winter and did not work. Delays at the plane were a common occurrence. It was extremely expensive to operate.
Not two years into its operation, plans were being explored to by-pass the inclined
plane.

Stagecoach companies quickly took advantage of the new railroad. Above is an
1832 depiction of a coach that ran between the Belmont Inclined Plane and Paoli.
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Work on the Belmont Inclined Plane started in the summer of 1829.
By now, George Hansell must have been contemplating plans for a tavern.

July 1829 - Work Begins on the Belmont Inclined Plane

August 8, 1829 - Boston Statesman (Boston, MA)
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The Inclined Plane Tavern
George Hansell constructed a two and a half story brick and stone building and
called it the Inclined Plane Tavern. The tavern and the Philadelphia & Columbia’s Belmont
Inclined Plane ran parallel lives until 1850.
George had a captive clientele. Every day there were travelers at the top of the
plane, waiting for their cars to be moved up or down and hooked up to horses or locomotives.
The top of the plane was a hub of activity during construction of the railroad track
with work crews coming and going. Operation of the plane required a large crew: a stationary engineer and his assistant, attachers, laborers, firemen, dispatchers, signal men, riggers, and watchmen.
References to the tavern are few. Testimony in the court case “Eagle vs. White”
gives a few clues: the tavern had guest rooms and it was located about 100 yards from the
head of the plane. The case arose from the loss of goods shipped from Philadelphia to Columbia and one James Moss, agent traveling with the shipment, spoke about the night of
March 11, 1836 at the head of the plane.

Deeds and for-sale advertisements cite a 2.5 story brick and stone tavern building, a
substantial stone barn, stabling for a number of horses and other outbuildings.
George operated the Inclined Plane Tavern until his death in 1837. George’s son
Norris carried on the business until his death in 1841. Mary Fager Hansell, widow of Norris,
took over after her husband’s death. Mary married Henry DeHuff in 1842 and together they
ran the tavern into the early 1850s. The 1850 census lists Henry DeHuff, tavernkeeper,
along with Mary and their growing family and a few railroad workers. (Henry was bitten by
the railroad bug. After the tavern sold, he became one of the first “railroad engine pilots”
hired by the Pennsylvania Railroad which would acquire the Philadelphia & Columbia tracks.
Henry’s sons Hiram and Henry, Jr. and a grandson George would follow in his steps.)
The Belmont Inclined Plane was discontinued in 1850 and the Inclined Plane Tavern
property was sold out of the Hansell family in 1854.
Here are the high and low points of the two inclined planes - the tavern and the railroad. This has more to do with the railroad, about which there is a lot of information, and
less to do with the tavern, as George, Jr., like most Hansells, kept a very low profile.
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August 1832 - Experimental Locomotive Green Hawk Runs From Head of Belmont Inclined Plane to Green Tree Tavern and Return - 36 Mile Round Trip
The trip was problematic but great inventions have to start somewhere. There must
have been huge excitement at the head of the inclined plane when this new-fangled locomotive chugged out of the yard and passed by the Inclined Plane Tavern. Surely the Hansells
were lined up outside the tavern, waving as the train passed by.
William Hasell Wilson (son of Major John Wilson) tells his story of the 36 mile round
trip maiden voyage of the Green Hawk on the Philadelphia & Columbia Railroad.
Colonel Stephen H. Long, of the United States Topographical Engineers, and Mr. William Norris, of Philadelphia,
about the year 1831 commenced building locomotive steam
engines, three of which were successively experimented
with on the Philadelphia and Columbia Railroad. The first
was named Green Hawk, and the second Black Hawk.
When the third was placed upon the road the employee's
named it Tomahawk.
In the latter part of the summer of 1832 I received an invitation from Colonel Long to join in an experimental trip from
the head of the inclined plane at Belmont, leaving there
about 10 o'clock in the forenoon. Having occasion to inspect the masonry of the Schuylkill river bridge, which was
then in progress, I drove out to the site of the bridge, and
left my horse at a small stable attached to a restaurant near
by at the foot of the plane.
After attending to the bridge work I walked to the head of
the plane, where I met Colonel Long and a few persons
who had come out with him from the city. An ordinary platform car or truck, upon which seats had been temporarily
placed, was attached to the Green Hawk engine, and we
moved off at about the designated time.

1842 Philadelphia City Directory advertisement
About every mile, as we proceeded, something would go wrong, and a stop would be made for adjustment. Fuel soon began to give out, and recourse was had to rails from the adjacent fences. In
consequence of the frequent delays, our objective point, which was the Green Tree Hotel, about
eighteen miles from our starting place, was not reached until about 4 o'clock in the afternoon. Fortunately there was a good well of water near the track, from which we were enabled, by forming a line
and passing buckets, to fill the tank of the engine. A start was then made on the return trip, and, the
interruptions not being so frequent, we reached the head of the plane about 9 o'clock. The rest of the
party, who had an omnibus awaiting them, immediately set off for the city. I had to walk about half a
mile, and upon reaching the foot of the plane found the stable locked and the keeper absent. After
some delay the stable door was forced open by the bridge contractor, and I was enabled to start.
Having three or four miles to drive over a dark road, I did not reach my destination until after 11
o'clock. The stable where I was in the habit of keeping my horse when in the city was locked, and I
had to drive around to several places before I succeeded in finding stabling for my horse. Upon proceeding to my lodging, the family having retired, I had some difficulty in getting admittance.
Thus ended the episode of my first ride behind a locomotive, which I can not say that I enjoyed.
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December 3, 1832 Philadelphia Inquirer
This is the first mention I can find for George Hansell’s tavern. An auction was to be
held at the Inclined Plane Tavern.

July 5, 1834 - Hansells Sell Land to Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Deed TH 64/69

George Hansell, farmer of Blockley, and Barbary his wife (note: second wife) sold a
triangular parcel of land containing about two acres to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
The deed describes the parcel as lying on the north side of the Columbia Railway and near
to the head of the inclined plane at Schuylkill. “…the Commonwealth have therein already
located a temporary depot.”
The Hansells were paid $1,500 and the deed included a non-compete clause. “Commonwealth of Pennsylvania will not grant, suffer, permit or allow any party or persons whatsoever to keep a tavern or house of entertainment or place for the sale of liquors of any kind
whatsoever on or from any part of the said premises or lot of ground hereby granted.”
The astute business man George recouped a good portion of his initial investment
and his tavern business was protected.
George’s neighbor Jacob Johnson was not so quickly compensated. Come 1850
when the Canal Commissioners were trying to sell the inclined plane machinery, Johnson
advertised in the newspaper that, until he received just compensation from the State, he
would forestall any sale of the building and two steam engines that had been placed on his
property, without his permission, 20 years before. (In 1854, just to get rid of the stone building that had housed the steam engines, Johnson gave it free for the taking for the foundation of the Belmont Avenue Presbyterian Church.)
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October 7, 1834 - Grand Opening Trip from Columbia to Philadelphia
Here was another opportunity for a celebratory round of drinks at the Inclined Plane
Tavern. The trains stopped at every town and tavern; speeches were made; people
cheered.
Once again, William Hasell Wilson tells his story.

On October 7, 1834, the second track being completed, a formal opening took place. Two
trains drawn respectively by the engines Lancaster and Columbia, conveying the Governor,
Canal Commissioners, other State officials, engineers of the railroad, and invited guests, left
Columbia at 8 o'clock in the morning and arrived at Philadelphia at about 6 in the afternoon.
The residents along the line of the road turned out in force and great enthusiasm was manifested.
The engineer corps had a car to themselves and enjoyed the occasion, regardless of the fact
that the event then being celebrated was the termination of the pleasant associations of several years, and that before many days elapsed the members would be dispersed to seek their
fortunes elsewhere, with slight probability of coming together again.
The locomotive engines were, of course, detached at the head of the plane, and the cars
were severally taken by horses from the foot of the plane to the terminus at Broad and Vine
streets.
A track had been laid from the main line west of Broad street, extending eastward along Willow street, over which the cars were run for two or three squares. Willow street is quite narrow, and the houses being generally of moderate size, the second-story windows were about
on a level with the tops of the cars, upon which most of the passengers were gathered. The
unusual noise drew the people to the windows, many of them in not very presentable costume. Upon being cheered by the fun-loving young men, almost within reach of hands, they
made a precipitate retreat.

Illustration in A Record of the Transportation Exhibits at the World's Columbian Exposition of 1893
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July 10, 1836 & July 19, 1836 - Locomotive Ascends the Belmont Inclined Plane
On July 10, 1836, at the rate of 15 miles per hour, the George Washington locomotive powered its way up the Belmont Inclined Plane in two minutes and one second.
The Hansells must have heard it coming and were probably astounded to see this
engine, under its own power, ascend the plane and chug into the train yard. Perhaps
there were free drinks all around to commemorate this historic moment.

George Washington, 1836 (When Railroads Were New by Charles F. Carter, 1909, opposite 128)

Few people believed that such a thing was possible. The editors of the “American
Railroad Journal and Advocate of Internal Improvements” prevailed upon William Norris, the
mastermind behind this new contraption, to repeat this astounding feat.
Nine days later on July 19th, Norris fired-up the locomotive, attached a tender filled
with coal and water and two passenger cars with 53 people aboard and drove up the Belmont Inclined Plane in two minutes and 24 seconds. The passengers signed a certificate
verifying the facts of the event.
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1837 George Hansell, Jr. Dies
George Hansell, Jr. died in June 1837
without a will. Administrators for his
estate were James Hall, the fellow who
had purchased the Rising Sun Tavern
from George and his siblings, and
Isaac W. Roberts, who had been administrator for George’s father’s estate.
Hall and Roberts asked the court for
permission to sell George’s real estate
to cover his debts. George owned four
properties.
The Inclined Plane Tavern property included two adjoining lots as advertised
to the left. Lot 2 was purchased shortly
after George sold the two acre parcel
for the railroad depot. (Deed TH 92/383)
In 1833, at a Sheriff’s auction, George
bought a lot with dwelling and blacksmith shop on the Lancaster Turnpike
in Blockley. (Sheriff’s Deed Book F/440)
In 1836, George purchased 21 acres
with 925 feet frontage on Monument
Road, in close proximity to his tavern
property. The parcel abutted property
owned by his cousin Peter Hansell at
the corner of Monument Road and Ford
Road. (Deed SHF 5/494).
1-20-1838 Philadelphia Inquirer

In February of 1838, the administrators reported to the Court that the tavern property’s value “depends in a great degree upon its vicinity to the inclined plane and it is impossible to effect a sale thereof without great sacrifice, until the question as to the proposed
change of route shall be determined.”
Remember that the shortcomings of the inclined plane were immediately apparent as
soon as it was put into operation and there was much talk and planning to re-route the line
to avoid the plane. An alternate route would not be operating until 1850, but this could not
have been foreseen at the time of George’s death.
George’s son Norris kept on with the tavern and the 21 acre lot and the property on
Lancaster Turnpike were sold in 1839.
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1839 Fire at Belmont Inclined Plane
1839 was not a good year for the Belmont Inclined Plane. On three occasions the
rope broke and railroad cars were destroyed. Then there was this costly fire in November.

11-29-1839 National Gazette (Philadelphia, PA)
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1840s - Deaths in the Hansell Family

9/23/1840 Daily Pennsylvanian (Philadelphia)

On September 21, 1840, George Hansell, son of the deceased George, Jr., met with
this ghastly fate. The Green Tree Tavern was about 18 miles west of the Inclined Plane
Tavern. I don’t know how old George was at the time of his death. The brother referred to
in the newspaper article is Norris Hansell.

July 24, 1841 Daily Pennsylvanian

Then Norris Hansell died in July of 1841. Norris had taken over operation of the Inclined Plane Tavern when his father died. Norris Hansell’s widow Mary was granted a tavern license in September 1841.
10-27-1841 Daily Pennsylvanian
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The End of the Belmont Inclined Plane
In October 1850, the West Philadelphia Railroad opened which bypassed the inclined plane. On January 1, 1851, the State abandoned the Philadelphia & Columbia line
between Belmont and Athensville (now known as Ardmore). The portion between Belmont
and the station at Broad and Vine Streets in downtown Philadelphia was sold to the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad.
On November 25, 1852, the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad sold the two acres of
land near the head of the Belmont Inclined Plane that had previously been purchased by the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania from George and Barbara Hansell. The buyers were Algernon Roberts and Percival Roberts, iron masters, and the price paid was $18,000. (Deed
TH 64/46)

The deed states “two acre lot of land near the head of the Schuylkill inclined plane,
buildings, two stationary steam engines, machinery, fixtures, gearing and apparatus, except
for the car house and stable at the foot of the incline.”
Algernon (1828-1868) and Percival (1830-1898) were cousins. Earlier in the year
they started A & P Iron Works, also known as Pencoyd Iron Works, which would become the
foremost bridge building company on the east coast. Algernon’s father was Isaac W. Roberts, owner of Pencoyd Farm, the Roberts family estate located in Lower Merion. The cousins set up their factory on the farm property, along the edge of the Schuylkill River. Presumably, these two young entrepreneurs dismantled the works at the head of the plane and
hauled the parts and pieces down the road to their new shop. One source cites they also
acquired the railroad tracks between the plane and Ardmore.
The End of the Inclined Plane Tavern
Mary Hansell and her second husband Henry DeHuff ran the tavern during the
1840s. With the abandonment of the inclined plane in 1850, the tavern’s time had come to
an end. The Hansell family made a concerted effort to sell the property. They also advertise the property for rent: “a small farm with large buildings.”

2-21-1850 Public Ledger

Jacob Hansell is the son of the
deceased George, Jr.
Jacob and his brother Jesse
were blacksmiths, specifically
coachsmiths. Their shop was
located on Broad Street in
downtown Philadelphia, near
the Philadelphia & Columbia
Railroad station.
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John W. Millick, Victualler
The tavern property sold out of the Hansell family on January 29, 1854. The buyer
was John W. Millick, victualler, of Philadelphia. The sale price was $7,500 and included the
tavern house and stabling plus 12¼ acres and the second one acre parcel. (Deed RDW
5/293)

On April 21, 1859, for $850, Algernon Roberts and Percival Roberts sold the triangular-shaped two acre parcel with two brick dwellings (left over from the railroad depot) to John
W. Millick. Now the property was back to its original shape. (Deed ADB 63/50)
John W. Millick (1814-1903) started working in the family butcher business at age 14.
In the 1860 census, John, wife Margaret, children Margaret, Kate, John and Harry, and
mother-in-law Martha Smith are presumably living in the former tavern property. Plenty of
room for everyone!

1860 Map of the Philadelphia Region by John E. Gillette, Map #376
The railroad track just north of Hestonville provided the bypass for the inclined plane.
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Fairmount Park West
A majority of Mr. Millick’s property fell within the boundary of Fairmount Park West.
The City of Philadelphia purchased the entire property in 1869 for $25,000.
Date of Deed: May 3, 1869
John W. Millick, victualler, and Margaret his wife to the City of Philadelphia
Parcel 1, 15.49 A, tavern house and stable, $23,133.21 (Deed JTO 207/209)
Parcel 2, 1.25 A lot, $1,866.79 (Deed JTO 207/261)

Map of farms and lots embraced within the limits of Fairmount Park as appropriated for public use by
act of Assembly approved the 14th day of April A.D. 1868 by Edward D. Roberts, 1870.

Approximate original lot lines
Triangular parcel purchased by the Commonwealth of PA for the Belmont Inclined
Plane rail yard
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The 1855 map of the Consolidated City of Philadelphia still shows Hansell on Peter’s
Road.

The view from the Belmont Plateau is still pretty spectacular, but the Inclined Plane
Tavern has disappeared into the landscape.

Photograph by Robert Katzen at Google Earth - 2013
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END NOTES
Nancy Ettensperger
P.O. Box 86
Underhill, Vermont 05489
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http://www.prrths.com/newprr_files/Hagley/PRR_hagley_intro.htm
Explore PA History - Pennsylvania Canal
http://explorepahistory.com/hmarker.php?markerId=1-A-1D5
David J. Kennedy Watercolors Collection, #2497 is a manuscript description of the Columbia RR &
Inclined Plane, viewed in the Digital Library of at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
http://digitallibrary.hsp.org/index.php/Detail/Object/Show/idno/2497#
Message from the governor : accompanied with the report of the Canal Commissioners by Pennsylvania Board of Canal Commissioners, 1828, John Wilson Final Report to Canal Commissioners, No.
2, from Gap to Philadelphia, pages 148-176
https://archive.org/details/messagefromgover00penn
Early Engineering Reminiscences (1815-40) of George Escol Sellers, edited by Eugene S. Ferguson,
Bulletin 238, Smithsonian Institution, 1965, Chapter 20, “Philadelphia & Columbia Railroad”, page
147. The book can be downloaded here: https://repository.si.edu/handle/10088/10090
Searchable collection of the “American Railroad Journal” available at the UMSL Digital Library: Home
» Collections » John W. Barriger National Railroad Library » Barriger Library Serials » American Railroad Journal
American Railroad Journal and Advocate of Internal Improvements, D.K Minor and George C.
Schaeffer Editors, Vol V, No. 30, p. 465, July 30, 1836 - “Excursion to Philadelphia & Remarkable Performance of the Locomotive George Washington”
http://dl.mospace.umsystem.edu/umsl/islandora/object/umsl%3A117808#page/1/mode/1up
When Railroads Were New by Charles F. Carter, 1909, Chapter 4, “Pennsylvania and the Pennsylvania Railroad,” page 111
https://archive.org/details/whenrailroadswer00cartrich
Reminiscences of a Railroad Engineer by William Hasell Wilson, 1896
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/012304400
June 1827 - The survey party heads out, page 6
August 1832 - Green Hawk maiden voyage, page 18
October 1834 - Grand Opening Trip, page 21
Notes on the Internal Improvements of Pennsylvania by William Hasell Wilson and Solomon White
Roberts, 1879
https://archive.org/details/notesoninternal00robegoog
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A History of the People of the United States From the Revolution to the Civil War by John Bach
McMaster, 1917 - Volume 6, page 341-343 - about the Philadelphia & Columbia Railroad and Belmont Inclined Plane
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/000601282
Philadelphia History, Vol 2 by City History Society of Philadelphia, “The Philadelphia and Columbia
Railroad of 1834” by John C. Troutwine, Jr., page 137
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/011262534

People
Peter David Hansell descendants - see the Hansell Family Book by Ed Bradford
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~edbradford/ed/books/hansell.pdf
Bowles & Skute patents: Pennsylvania State Archives, RG-17, Patent Index A & AA Series 16841781 (Series 17.147)
http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/rg/di/r17PatentIndexes/r17-147PatIndA-AAInterface.htm
Judge William Peters and Belmont Mansion - the Belmont Mansion property was a part of the Bowels/Skute land. Belmont Fairmount Park by Fiske Kimball, Bulletin of the Pennsylvania Museum, Vol.
22, No. 111 (Mar., 1927), pp. 333-345
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3794510 (read with a free account)
An Historic View of The A. and P. Roberts Pencoyd Iron Works by Mick Ricereto, 1/18/2017 - a very
nice exploration of the Roberts family and the Pencoyd Iron Works founded by Algernon Roberts and
Percival Roberts
https://mickricereto.wordpress.com/
West Philadelphia Illustrated: Early History of West Philadelphia and its Environs, its People, and its
Historical Points, written and compiled by M. Laffitte Vieira, 1903. Page 59 - the story of Jacob Johnson and the Belmont Church foundation.
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/011262548
Millick Family History by David J Sautter, 1998
http://godfreydata.org/books/Genealogies/Mullich,%20John%20and%20MillickMargaret%20Trout%20Family/001.txt
Fairmount Park Commission Index to Briefs of Title of Fairmount Park Properties, Record
Group.149.6 - John Millick to City of Philadelphia
http://dla.library.upenn.edu/dla/pacscl/ead.html?id=PACSCL_PCA_PCARecordGroup1496

Other Resources
West Philadelphia Community History Center - everything here was useful for this research
http://westphillyhistory.archives.upenn.edu/
Newspapers at GenealogyBank.com, Newspapers.com, FultonHistory.com
Philadelphia County Deed Indexes and Deeds
Plats (http://www.phillyhistory.org/PhotoArchive/)
Deed and Plat Indexes (http://philadox.phila.gov/phillyhistoricalindex/)
Deeds (http://phila-records.com/historic-records/web/)
Family History Library, Pennsylvania Orphans’ Court Dockets, Volume 36 - Estate of George Hansell,
Jr. (Thank you Mary Ann!)
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